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Genesis '95 team
members show off their
nearly-completed vehicle in
their construction and
design facility. The Genesis
'97 team plans to unveil
their newly constructed
vehicle at a campus
ceremony on April 22.

Powered by the Son

Messiah's solar car advances the
future of energy one ray at a time
Two years ago, on a shoestring and a prayer, a group of
engineering students from Messiah College took a bold
leap of faith into the future.
Toiling long nights and weekends, in the basement of a
campus classroom building, the young engineers built a
solar-powered car from the ground up. Simply put, a solar
car is an electric vehicle whose energy is supplied by solar
cells, silicon devices which convert sunlight directly into
electricity, which charges the car's batteries. Naming their
creation Genesis, they were determined to compete nationally in Sunrayce, a nine-day, 1,200-mile intercollegiate
competition which, every two years, sends solar vehicles
racing across American's heartland. The team had many
obstacles to defy—they were rookies, facing a late start in
car construction and seasoned competitors with multi-million-dollar budgets.
But in the end, the students beat the odds. Genesis kept
cross-country pace against some of the largest and bestfunded research universities in the country. Dubbed by
the local media as David vs. a multitude of Goliaths, the
Genesis team finished a respectable 22 in a field of 38

challengers, snagging awards along the way for their
teamwork, determination, and technical innovation.
This year, Sunrayce—and Genesis—are back and
they're better than ever.
Sunrayce '97 will run June 19-28, beginning in Indianapolis, Ind., and spanning the Rockies to the finish line
in Colorado Springs, Colo. The team with the lowest
cumulative time to the finish line wins. This time, Messiah's team has their eye on the prize; their goal is to finish
in the top 10.
The student leaders of Messiah's 17-member Genesis
team—seniors Brian Seip, Thane LaBarre and Jeremiah
Stonge—are all veterans of Sunrayce '95. Although Genesis performed well for a first-timer, the team veterans
know that it will take even more to be a top-10 contender
in Sunrayce '97. Based on their racing experience and a
detailed analysis of the '95 car, the team decided they
must design a new vehicle to be competitive in this year's
race. To meet their goal, Genesis will have to maintain an
average speed of 50 m.p.h. In '95, the car's maximum
sustainable average speed was only 30 m.p.h.
continued on page 22

SPECIAL NOTE:
Articles
icies about
«Spe'Scial People"
in their f
and 40s

20s, 30s

are invited.
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"Special People" profiles a wide variety of Brethren in Christ members of all ages and from
all walks of life. You are invited to submit a short article about s o m e "Special Person" you
would like to introduce to Visitor readers. Articles should be typewritten, preferably 3004 0 0 words, and must have the approval of the person being profiled. If your article is
accepted for publication, w e will contact you to secure a photo for publication (which will
be returned). Mail your article to Evangelical Visitor, P.O. Box 166, Nappanee, IN 4 6 5 5 0 .
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p ^ t was a Sunday morning in
February, Church bells were
ringing throughout Chambersburg, Pa., calling people
to w o r s h i p . And at the St.
^ James African Methodist
Episcopal Church, approximately 330
people, both black and white, w e r e
worshipping the Lord together. It was
a m o r n i n g to w h i c h all had looked
forward with great anticipation.
The Rev. W. Larry Johnson, pastor
of St. James, had invited the congregation of N e w Guilford Brethren in
Christ C h u r c h , Fayetteville, Pa., to
join his congregation of approximately 75 that all might praise the Lord
together.
St. James was the first known organization of N e g r o e s of A f r i c a n descent in Chambersburg, dating back to
1811. T h e first building they bought
was a two-room log structure, which
w a s m o v e d to S. Main Street in what
was then k n o w n as Kerrstown.
T h e c o n g r e g a t i o n sat on c h a i r s
without backs, m a d e f r o m four upright pieces of wood with a slab board
laid across the top. Kerosene lamps
4
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illuminated the rooms and a fireplace
provided both light and heat.
T h e present site, at 510 S. M a i n
S t r e e t in C h a m b e r s b u r g , w a s p u r c h a s e d in 1 8 3 9 f r o m G e o r g e a n d
Sarah Chambers for $100. It was presented to the congregation by Augusta and Rebecca Greene.
Remodeled several times since
then, the church is a two-story structure with a large sanctuary which
seats 2 0 0 p e o p l e . D o m i n a t i n g the
sanctuary is a ceiling-high painting of
Jesus kneeling in the Garden of Getheseme, praying to his Father.
And Jesus is black...for according
to Genesis 1:26, "Then God said, "Let
us make man in our image, in our likeness." It was first painted in 1963 by
Margaret Sellers and her brother William,
and Jesus was white with blonde hair.
But in 1976 Margaret repainted Jesus
as black, so that those who worshipped in St. James, would r e m e m b e r
that they are made in G o d ' s image.
Come down out of the fig tree
This was the third time that people
f r o m the two congregations wor-

shipped together. In November 1995,
Rev. Johnson gave a stirring and vigo r o u s s e r m o n at N e w G u i l f o r d on
Z a c c h a e u s , the tax collector w h o
wanted to see Jesus.
Because Zacchaeus was so short,
he climbed a sycamore-fig tree so that
he could see Jesus as he passed by.
But Jesus looked up at him and said,
"Zacchaeus, come down immediately." Rev. J o h n s o n p o i n t e d out that
Christians must come down out of the
f i g tree...for we c a n ' t get anything
done while sitting in a tree.
Rev. Johnson brought along one of
the St. James choirs, and their voices,
lifted in praise of the Lord, made the
rafters ring with beautiful music and
brought a new meaning to worship.
One week later a panel discussion
w a s h e l d at N e w G u i l f o r d . P a n e l
m e m b e r s were Lee Taylor, Lois
Waters, and D o n Waters, representi n g St. J a m e s , a n d S a n d y K a i s e r ,
Terry Hoke, and Jim Resh, representing N e w Guilford.
A key question asked by Robert
Verno, senior pastor at N e w Guilford,
was: "If white people could somehow
May 1997

The combined

choir singing in the St. James

sanctuary.

Worshipping
together...

...both black M m W^uWL^
by Monica Hinchcliffe

change the color of their skin, and if
they could experience life in our society as a black person for six months,
how might things be different for
t h e m ? " Following the lively discussion, refreshments were served.
M e m b e r s of b o t h c h u r c h e s are
excitedly making plans for many
other activities which will bring them
together. Included are: a musical or
cantata during the Christmas holidays,
prayer meetings, youth activities,
Sunday school class outings, and a
luncheon once a month f o r the ladies
w h o attend a Bible Study Fellowship
together.
By this will all men know
And now, on this snowy, icy Sunday morning in February, the two cong r e g a t i o n s w o u l d w o r s h i p together
again. In a stir of excitement, people
f o u n d their seats, and the joint choir
began swaying down the aisle to the
m u s i c of p r a i s e s o n g s , u n d e r t h e
direction of Charlotte Coleman-Teal.
Dave Bernhardt brought the morning
prayer.
P a s t o r Verno b e g a n his s e r m o n ,
" N o w I w a n t to talk this m o r n i n g
about the distinctive feature that is to
characterize Christians. The real foll o w e r s of J e s u s C h r i s t are d i s t i n guishable according to one primary
criterion that he sets forth in John
13:34-35: ' A n e w c o m m a n d I give
you: love one another. As I have loved
you, so you must love one another.
May 1997

By this all men will know that you
are m y d i s c i p l e s , if you l o v e o n e
another.'"
Emphasing the first of three major
points, Pastor Verno said, "The Lord
did not say that his followers would
all be in perfect agreement when it
came to all the doctrines and teachings of the faith. But I think w e ' r e all
agreed on the divinity of Christ and
the Trinity and the fact that according
to the Lord's promise, He's going to
come back again."
"Amen!"
He pointed out that in the area of
prophesy, people hold different views,
adding, "I discovered a long time ago,
that there are a lot of good Christians
in churches other than my own!"
And a voice said, "All right!"
"You can have two believers who
are equally sincere and equally devoted and w h o love J e s u s with equal
feeling. Yet they are not going to see
eye to eye on everything. The Lord
d i d n o t say t h a t the m a r k , or t h e
badge, by which his people are going
to be known in the world is doctrinal
harmony.
Where's Petey?
Pastor Verno turned to look at the
choir. " W h e r e ' s Petey? She's the one
who helped the N e w Guilford people
get the starch out of our shirts a little
bit." Interrupting the laughter, he continued, "The other night, she told this
choir, ' N o w listen. We're praising the

Lord! You've got to swing those hips
when you come i n ! ' "
This was followed by more laughter and some " A m e n s . "
He added, "Well I'll tell you, that's
really different for our people! And
you know, I had given up hope that I
was ever going to get any amens out
of my crowd...until Pastor Larry came
over.
" N o w , w e ' r e all a g r e e d on this
too...that the way we run our business...the way we carry on our personal affairs...the way we treat our
fellow man...ought to be governed by
biblical integrity. W h e n it comes to
basic honesty and basic fairness, those
are 'givens' in the Christian faith."
The distinguishing mark
of Christians
Pastor Verno continued, "But those
things are not the distinguishing mark
that Jesus identified in the passage
before us. No, he says that it is love
for one another. The c o m m a n d m e n t
is not new in essence, but it is new in
quality. I believe that u n c h u r c h e d /
unsaved people ought to be able to
look on the Christian community and
see how Christians regard and treat
one another.
" N o w for far too long, white people h a v e p e r c e i v e d t h e m s e l v e s as
being better than black people. For
f a r too long, in our society, w h i t e
Christians and black Christians have
operated in a segregated manner. And
Evangelical Visitor
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I think the time has c o m e to nail the
coffin shut and to bury the corpse of
racial prejudice."
Everyone applauded!
"It's time to put it all behind us.
We need to begin regarding and experiencing each other as we really are,
brothers and sisters in the family of
God. T h a t ' s what counts!
Invisible walls
Pastor Verno said, " P e o p l e build
walls, such as the walls around our
properties. Then there are the invisible
walls that p e o p l e put around themselves. Whether y o u ' r e dealing with
visible or invisible walls, the purpose
of a wall is always the same. It's to
keep other people away. It's to keep
other people out of your life.
"It seems to m e that w e ' r e not loving o n e a n o t h e r as J e s u s l o v e d us,
when w e ' r e hiding behind walls, and
keeping unto our own kind only. Our
world today desperately needs a
model of loving, interracial relationships. T h e place w h e r e that m o d e l
n e e d s to b e seen m o s t visibly and
most powerfully is in the Church of
Jesus Christ."
"Amen!"
" I t ' s t i m e f o r the walls to c o m e
down!"
"Amen!"

Standing together

Breaking bread together

"Back in the '50s and '60s, when it
came to the civil rights m o v e m e n t ,
our black brothers and sisters pretty
much had to carry the banner alone.
Many of us white folks were just kind
of waking up to what was going on.
With time we b e c a m e sympathetic,
but I think we could have done better,
back in those days.
"But whatever the past, w e ' r e here
today. W h e n it comes to what is right,
whether it's racially related, or not
racially related, the time has come for
black and white Christians to stand
t o g e t h e r in the g o o d n e s s of J e s u s
Christ.
"We can work together for the
cause of our master. When it comes to
St. James and N e w Guilford, w e ' r e
all on the same side, all part of the
s a m e army. We h a v e a c o m m o n
enemy. He can prevail against us if
he can keep us focused on the wrongs
of the past and f e e l i n g d i s t r u s t f u l
toward one another.
"But when we come together in the
love of the L o r d J e s u s Christ, and
combine our forces behind the cause
of Christ, even the gates of hell itself
cannot stand against us.
" T h e Lord is good, and if w e ' r e
going to follow Jesus, w e ' r e going to
follow him together. And his love will
be the badge by which all men know
the truth, that we are his disciples.

Rev. J o h n s o n invited all to j o i n
together for what he called, "a soul
food brunch," because the meal was
served not once, but twice. Because of
the n u m b e r of p e o p l e p l a n n i n g to
attend, two services were scheduled,
each followed by a magnificent meal
of soul food. Lee Taylor was the man
in charge of the feast.
P r e p a r a t i o n s b e g a n the p r e v i o u s
day at 7:00 a.m., when both men and
women started cleaning approximately 260 pounds of chicken and huge
piles of collard greens. They worked
all day, finishing at about 11:00 p.m.
It was a lot of hard work, but it was a
j o y f u l time, according to one of the
kitchen crew, Lois Waters.
There was a flurry of activity and
an air of e x c i t e m e n t in the c h u r c h
k i t c h e n as c o o k s p r e p a r e d f r i e d ,
baked, and barbecued chicken; h a m
hocks and collard greens; ham hocks
and string beans; potato salad; macaroni and cheese; sweet potatoes; black
eyed peas and rice; corn bread; and to
top it all off, cake and ice cream.
What a meal! People at N e w Guilford are still talking about it!
And in a beautiful praise of Pastor
Johnson, one woman from N e w Guilford said, " H e really has a heart to
serve the Lord." For when the meal
was being served, the pastor was
everywhere, doing everything he
could to show hospitality and Christian love for others. He made sure that
everyone had a place to sit, all the
f o o d they w a n t e d to eat, and e v e n
helped by removing dirty plates. And
she said that only then did he sit down
to eat his own meal.
Thank you, God...for this beautiful
day...of worshipping and fellowshipping together...with Christian love!
Monica Hinchcliffe is a retired religion
page editor for The Public Opinion, Chambersburg, Pa., and is a member of the New
Guilford congregation.

Getting the "soul food brunch "
ready at St. James.
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Membership
has its
privileges
by Craig Frere

J B beautiful person appears
M \ on the T V screen, flashing
a plastic card and a smile,
M
• and walks away with the
things that dreams are m a d e of.
We look on and think to ourselves,
H o w is this possible? W h y can't I
do that? A s if to address the
unspoken question, a voice offscreen answers, "Because m e m bership has its privileges." And
the millions of us watching the
commercial w h o d o n ' t carry this
particular credit card feel that we
are s o m e h o w underprivileged.
That's a pretty effective marketing ploy. W h y ? Because, if we are
honest, most of us would have to
admit that at some time or other
we have bought into this world
view, believing that it is our right
to enjoy what every one else
around us enjoys.
Recently I heard about this at a
financial seminar at my h o m e
church. Bob Leadley, the Canadian
Conference Brethren in Christ
Director of Stewardship, referred
to this phenomenon as "relative
deprivation." We look at other people's homes, cars, or other possessions, and think that in comparison
to them, we are deprived. That's
what that well-known credit card
company is trying to sell. They
want us to think, "There are privi-
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leges that I am missing because I
am not a member of their organization. I should get the card because
I deserve to have those privileges."
Sure, we can become a member,
get our card, and run up a few
thousand dollars worth of dreams.

Credit card
companies are very
willing to tell you
about the privileges
of membership, but
they seldom
advertise what
responsibilities and
obligations
accompany those
privileges. They
also don't advertise
that there are
requirements for
membership.

I can make a simple phone call
and buy a ticket for a sports event
or plane flight and charge it to my
card. That is my privilege as a
member.
What the credit card company
doesn't tell you so readily is that it
is also my privilege to make a
minimum payment next month. It
is also my privilege as a member
to pay back the remaining amount
with a hefty interest rate tacked
on. As a member, I have the privilege of receiving a phone call from
their collection department if I fail
to pay them what I am supposed
to.
They are very willing to tell
you about the privileges of membership, but they seldom advertise
what responsibilities and obligations accompany those privileges.
They also don't advertise that
there are requirements for m e m bership. If I already have a bad
credit history, the chances of being
accepted as a member and receiving the privileges are slim.
While being consistent with
what the world believes, this
example of "membership has its
privileges" falls far short of the
Brethren in Christ world view. So
let's leave behind the financial and
material connotations of this
phrase and explore what it means

Evangelical Visitor
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for us to have our membership in
the kingdom of God.

F

rom its beginning until the
present day, the Brethren in
Christ have held tightly to
Scripture for our world view. We
accept the Scriptures as the
inspired, completely reliable Word
of God and the ultimate authority
for living the Christian life.
The Bible has much to say about
being members in God's kingdom.
Looking at God's Word, we see
that there are privileges associated
with membership in the kingdom of
God. But there are also requirements and responsibilities.
Wait a minute. There are
requirements to become a member
of God's kingdom? I thought God
accepted us unconditionally. Will
God ask for references? Will God
check my spiritual credit history?
Do I need to have all of the
answers? Do I need to be perfect?
What are the requirements?
There is in fact, only one
requirement and it is perfectly illustrated in the life of Abraham. In
Genesis 12 we read that God called
Abraham and told him, "Leave
your country, your people and your
father's household, and go to the
land I will show you."
What was Abraham's response?
He packed up and left, just as the
Lord had told him. Did Abraham
have all of the answers? No. He
didn't even know where he was
going or how to get there, but he
trusted in the Lord to show him the
way.
Later God made a covenant with
Abraham, that he would be Abraham's God and that he would give
Abraham and Sarah—an aging but
still childless couple—offspring
that would be too numerous to
count. How did Abraham react?
Genesis 15:6 says that Abraham
believed the Lord and it was credit-

8
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Obedience to the Lord
is one of the
responsibilities that we
must carry out if
we are serious about
serving God.... It should
be the seasoning that
flavors our work, our
leisure, and every other
segment of our lives.
ed to him as righteousness. God
made a promise that seemed impossible and that humanly made no
sense, but Abraham believed it.
I think we can understand a little
bit of what Sarah was probably
feeling. "Where are we going?" she
may have asked. "Do you have a
map? Maybe we should stop and
ask for directions." Abraham didn't
have a map and even if he did, he
didn't have any idea where he was
going. He blindly trusted in God. It
is interesting to note that in this
case, God didn't speak to Sarah. It
was her test to trust God and follow
her husband in obedience and submission.
Did Abraham have it all together? Was he free of doubt, fear, or
other flaws. No! This was the same
Abraham who decided just before
entering Egypt that he and Sarah
would agree to tell people that they
were brother and sister. Why would
he want to do this? Abraham was
afraid that if the Egyptians knew
the very beautiful Sarah was his
wife, someone might kill him and
take her.
My wife Kim and I recently
went through such a time—trusting
God even though we didn't know
the "destination." We believed that
God was asking us to take some
time away from full-time pastoral

ministry. It seemed that
God was calling us "to the
desert" for a time of
preparation for further
ministry.
We didn't know what
we were going to do. We
didn't know how our
financial needs would be
met. We didn't know how
long this preparation time
would be. We didn't know
when or where God would
call us back to full-time
ministry. Humanly speaking, it made no sense
whatsoever. But because we felt
this was where God was leading,
we blindly obeyed with much fear
and uncertainty.
Today we can testify that God is
faithful and worthy of our praise.
Just as he promised, God led us,
protected us, and met all of our
needs. Kim and I are closer together and spiritually stronger than we
have ever been because of the
experience.
God desires to do the same for
all of his children. We need to listen to God's voice and have faith in
him, no matter where he leads. Yes,
there will be uncertainty. Yes, it is
hard and frightening. As a community of believers, it is our duty and
pleasure to encourage each other to
do this, even when we are afraid or
unsure. Jehovah Jirah, "the Lord
who provides," has plans in store
for you and wants to bless you if
you will only take the step of faith
and simply obey him.
There are also responsibilities
that membership in the kingdom of
God carries with it. Earlier it was
noted that the Brethren in Christ
have held tightly to Scripture as our
authority for life. Another concept
which has also been sustained
among the Brethren in Christ is a
theology of obedience and the holy
life. These concepts are vital blocks
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in the foundation of membership in
the kingdom of God.
Obedience to the Lord is one of
the responsibilities that we must
carry out if we are serious about
serving God. Hebrews 11 provides
several examples of what obedience
and holiness mean for our lives.
Since we have already looked at
Abraham, let's continue with him.
Abraham clearly had faith in
God, but it didn't end there. The
result of his faith in God was that
he obeyed God by packing up and
letting God lead him. Abraham's
faith was so genuine that he
couldn't help but act upon it.
There is a vitally important relationship between our faith and our
actions. James tells us that genuine
faith will always be accompanied
by works. Any "faith" that is not
backed up by actions is useless and
not the real article.
Do actions save us? No. But if
our faith is genuine, obedience to
God is inevitable. Obedience is the
natural expression of a real and vital
faith in God. Obedience means sacrifice, giving up what I want to do
and doing what God wants me to do
instead. In Luke 6:46, Jesus asks the
question, "Why do you call me
Lord, Lord, but do not do what I
say?" That's a fair question. If we
do not obey the Lord, how can we
think that we have the right to call
Jesus our Lord? If Jesus was really
our Lord, we would obey what he
instructs us to do. That means that
obedience has to be one
of the foundations of
our lives.
Obedience must permeate every area of
life. It should be the
seasoning that flavors
our work, our leisure,
and every other segment of our lives—both
in private and in public.
Everything we d o —

from speaking the truth in love, to
being honest when paying our
taxes, to faithfully giving our tithes
and offerings to the Lord—should
reflect our obedience.
When we do this, our finances
will be different. Our relationships
to our friends and family will be
different. What we do with our
leisure time will be different. Living by faith and obedience means
allowing Jesus Christ to change and
flavour not just a few areas of our
lives, but every element of our
lives. And it means doing so until
we go to be with the Lord.
While membership in God's
kingdom does carry significant
requirements and responsibilities, it
does indeed have its privileges. If
there were only rewards associated
with membership, everyone would
be a Christian. However, many people are missing out on the privileges of the Christian life, either
because they think that they
wouldn't be able to meet the
requirements, or because they are
unwilling to fulfill the responsibilities. God has so many things that
he wants to bless us with that we
couldn't count them if we tried.
How sad it is when we miss out on
those blessings.
God promised to bless Abraham
with descendants as numerous as
the stars in the sky and the sand on
the seashore. Sarah laughed when
she heard that she would have a
child in her old age. But God was

While membership m
God's kingdom does
carry significant
requirements and
responsibilities, it does
indeed have its privileges.
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faithful. God did what he said he
would do. And today Abraham
does have so many descendants,
both physical and spiritual, that to
number them would be like counting the sand on a seashore.
God "custom-makes" the
rewards he has for us. From
Hebrews 11, we see that God's
reward for Abraham was different
from that given to Enoch. Noah's
reward was different from both
Abraham's and Enoch's. In fact, if
you read all of Hebrews 11, you
will find that God's blessings for
Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses,
Rahab, and many others all vary
greatly.
God is able to do immeasurably
more than we can ask or imagine,
according to Ephesians 3:20. I
don't know about you, but I've got
a pretty good imagination. Yet
God's blessings for us are better
than our imaginations can handle.
Abraham would never have imagined that he would have even one
descendant through Sarah in her old
age, and yet God blessed him with
many, many more than that. There
is no way Noah could have guessed
what God was going to do through
him.
As believers and followers of
Jesus Christ, let us dream big about
what God can do. Let's dream
about what God can do through us,
as individuals, in the lives of those
around us. Let's imagine what God
can do through us, as a community
of believers, in the communities,
countries, and society in which we
live. The result will be that God
will totally astound us with how he
impacts the world using those who
will follow in faith and obedience.
What a privilege that will be!
Craig Frere and his wife Kim were the
associate pastoral couple at the Houghton
Brethren in Christ Church until July 1996.
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False expectations for church building

programs...

THINGS
CHURCH
R1ILPINGS
CAN NCVCR V0
by Ray Bowman with Eddy Hall

If you had been eavesdropping on a
phone conversation in my office some
years ago, you might have heard something like this:
" I ' d like you to come talk to my
board about a new building," the pastor said.
"That sounds g o o d , " I answered.
"What do you need?"
"The people need a challenge. They
haven't done anything for years, and a
building program will wake them up
and unite them behind a cause."
"You're right," I said. "Nothing is
more exciting than building."
" T h e r e ' s a lot of m o n e y in o u r
church," the pastor went on, "but giving has been going downhill lately. A
new building will increase stewardship. If we plan a project for a million
dollars, I think that will be enough to
really challenge the people. I've decided to hire a professional fund raiser to
r a i s e a b o u t a third of that a m o u n t
through a three-year giving drive. We
can borrow the rest."
"Will your regular income cover the
payments?" I wanted to know.
" N o t y e t , b u t the n e w b u i l d i n g
should bring in new people and the
increased giving will cover the payments."
"That's exciting! With that kind of
money we can design an award-winning structure that will put your church
on the map, one the people of your
10
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community will want to attend. What
kind of building do you need?"
"Well, we haven't grown for years,
so our sanctuary is old and should
make a good Family Life Center. That
should attract families. So I guess it's
logical to build a new sanctuary."
"How many should we plan for?"
"We have around three hundred regular attenders, so we should plan for
real growth—say eight hundred to a
thousand."
"That should really give your people a vision of the possibilities and
motivate them to reach out. When can
we start?"
Though I ' m not proud of it, I've had
m a n y conversations m u c h like this
one, passing along the same conventional wisdom I'd heard about building
programs from countless pastors and
church leaders. I now realize that the
"conventional wisdom" includes many
fallacies. When a church depends on
these fallacies, disappointment and
sometimes disaster result. Here are
three of the most common and costly
of the false expectations I ' v e been
guilty of promoting.
False expectation #1: Building will
stimulate growth.
When I got the chance to design my
dream sanctuary for one church, I fully
expected the building to attract new
people, to increase the church's rate of
growth. It was the most architecturally

perfect building I had ever designed.
The congregation was united behind
the building program, there were no
financial p r o b l e m s — n o t h i n g in the
process to hinder growth. If ever one
of my buildings was going to create
growth, this one would.
Ten years after the building was
c o m p l e t e , I charted the c h u r c h ' s
growth history. Before the building
program the church had been growing
at a steady rate of 3 percent a year.
Since the building program, the church
had been growing at the rate of 3 percent a year.
It was humbling for this architect
to finally admit that no church building, however perfectly designed, can
make a church grow. The most a building can do is allow a church to grow.
In one church of 160, those who
"wanted the church to grow" were promoting a plan to relocate the church
building to a business district centrally
located among the communities the
church served. Relocation, they
claimed, would make the church grow.
"Our church is in an out-of-the-way
place," they said. "Our building is full.
The basement smells bad and there's
nothing we can do about it. And we
don't have enough parking."
Actually, n o n e of that w a s true.
They could double parking capacity
simply by p a v i n g and m a r k i n g the
parking lot. All the basement needed
was a good ventilation system. With
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creative planning, their building would
give the congregation room to double
b e f o r e n e e d i n g to b u i l d . A n d their
location was actually better than the
one proposed for a new building.
It's true that unattractive or inadequate facilities can hinder growth, but
in this case, church facilities weren't
the problem; they were an excuse. The
real problem: the church was doing
a b s o l u t e l y n o t h i n g to g r o w . T h e y
didn't advertise, they didn't have a yellow pages listing, they didn't even follow up on visitors.
Their attitude toward outreach was
symbolized by two stern, silent old
men who stood guard at the door each
Sunday. Though each wore a "Greeter"
badge, they looked more like people
you might recruit to frighten children
at a Halloween haunted house. When I
visited their service, it was not until I
greeted the "greeters" that either spoke
to me.
T h o u g h this c o n g r e g a t i o n d i d n ' t
need a new building, some members
preferred to promote a building program rather than to do the work of outreach that really would bring growth.
False expectation #2: Building will
improve giving to ministry.
The myth that building programs
will motivate more giving to ministry
is an especially dangerous one because
it often appears to be true. Building
programs usually do motivate people
to give. Especially at the outset, large
s u m s of m o n e y can be raised for a
building program. Some members may
even increase their giving for the durat i o n of a l o n g - t e r m m o r t g a g e . S o
what's wrong with expecting a building program to increase giving to ministry?
The p r o b l e m is that constructing
buildings is not the same as ministry.
Constructing buildings is not the work
of the church. The work of the church
is meeting p e o p l e ' s needs. W h i l e a
building program may motivate people
to give more to pay for buildings, seldom is the increased giving enough to
cover the cost of the building.
A rapidly growing church in Oklah o m a earmarked 5 percent of all its
income for local outreach. These funds
were invested in various local minMay 1997

istries in which members of the church
were involved, including an inner city
ministry, a ministry to pregnant teens,
and several other ongoing projects.
When the congregation launched a
multimillion dollar building program,
t h e p e o p l e g a v e g e n e r o u s l y in
r e s p o n s e . However, w h e n building
costs exceeded estimates, the church
began looking for places to cut expenses. They abandoned their earmarking
of 5 percent of income for local outreach and redirected most of those
funds to the building program. While
total giving increase, funds directed to
meeting the needs of people decreased.
This church's experience tends to
be the rule, not the exception. While
building may temporarily increase giving, it usually results in less, not more,
money available for ministry.
False expectation #3: Building will
motivate people to minister.
One of the first churches I worked
for was a congregation of fifty in a
small Kansas town. The moment I saw
their building I understood at once why
they wanted to build. It was small, dark
and dilapidated. The members were
embarrassed to invite their friends. I
would have been embarrassed, too. If
only they had a new, attractive building, the leaders thought, the people
would no longer be embarrassed and
would reach out to the community.
I helped them design a building that
g a v e t h e m r o o m to grow. It had a
bright nursery, attractive Sunday

To expect church
buildings to
stimulate growth,
inspire healthy
stewardship, or
motivate outreach
is to expect church
buildings to do
the impossible.

school rooms, and plenty of parking.
They built that building and opened
the doors.
That was thirty-five years ago.
Though the church has grown some,
today it still h a s n ' t o u t g r o w n that
building. Why not? After all, they did
a lot of things right. They really did
need a building, the building they built
was right for them, and the cost of the
building was reasonable.
This church's mistake was that they
expected a building to motivate people
to minister. If, during the building program, church leaders had established
an outreach plan and recruited and
trained people so they would be ready
to reach out once the building w a s
complete, no doubt the church would
have grown.
These three false expectations all
have one thing in common: they all
assume that buildings can meet nonb u i l d i n g n e e d s . To e x p e c t c h u r c h
buildings to stimulate growth, inspire
healthy stewardship, or motivate outreach is to expect church buildings to
d o the i m p o s s i b l e . W h y ? B e c a u s e
these are all ministry needs, not building needs, and buildings can't minister.
If buildings c a n ' t minister, what
purpose do they serve? They are tools
for ministry. A wrench can't repair a
faucet and a word processor can't write
a book, but they can help the plumber
and writer do their jobs better. In the
same way, an appropriate building—
whether borrowed, rented, or owned—
can provide space well-suited to the
ministries it serves. It can help people
feel more comfortable and welcome. It
can provide work space and equipment
to increase efficiency. It can make the
ministries of the church more accessible to the community. It can do all
these and more.
But one thing a building can never
do: it can never minister. Only people
can do that.
Taken from When Not To Build: An
Architect's Unconventional Wisdom for the
Growing Church by Ray Bowman with Eddy
Hall (Baker Books). Used by permission. Ray
Bowman of Larkspur, Colo., and Eddy Hall, of
Goessel, Kans., are church consultants who
help churches fulfill their ministry potential
through integrated planning of facilities,
finances, staffing and ministries.
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CHAMBERSBURG, PA.

Local congregation
gets "All Aboard
for Missions"
by Anita Mcllveen

"All Aboard" was the cry heard from
the conductor as the Missions Express
made its departure from the Chambersburg (Pa.) Brethren in Christ Church on
February 16. "Destinations" were missions stations in Philadelphia, Pa.; The
Bronx, New York; Appalachia, Kentucky; Navajo Mission, New Mexico; and
Life Line Mission in San Francisco, Calif.
Tour groups visiting each "city" were
greeted by a host who shared the work of
that mission. A taste peculiar to each
place was also enjoyed by each of the 280
"travelers."
Before each train departed, the guests
enjoyed a video that placed them on a
train, complete with sounds of train whistles and steam engines. The engineer blew
his whistle at each stop as the travelers
went from one city to another.
Amidst a scene from Appalachia, Stan
Sollenberger sat on the front porch of his
cabin, talking to his "wife" (really his sister,) Barb Yoder, who was preparing
cornbread and pinto beans for their visitors.
Hostess for Philadelphia was Mim
Stern. Dressed in white granny cap and
surrounded by her display of dolls, she
served Philadelphia pretzels while she
talked of her work with International students.
Lee Mylin and James Baez, from Fellowship Chapel in the Bronx, had us sit
on chairs as if we were on the New York
subway. They showed us video segments
of New York and the Promise Keepers
Convention held there. They told of the
difference the church at large is making in
New York City with a lower crime rate
and reduction in pornography establish12
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ments. Ministering to children who need
tutors and a safe place to stay after school
is a vital part of the local church ministry.
George and Ethel Bundy were hosts
for Navajoland. They served fry bread as
they showed pictures of the mission and
told of the work there among the Navajo
people. In San Francisco, travelers
munched on chips and salsa while viewing the work of the Life Line Mission
Ministry for Women and Children. This
was hosted by Dr. Dorothy Gish, who
serves on the board for this ministry.
On the way back across the United
States, the train stopped for a Stage Show
where the skit, "The Big Five Dollar
Bill," told the story of the first $5 given to
missions—at General Conference held at
Bethel, Kansas, in 1894. An offering was
taken to help meet the offering goal of

$10,000. Total given was $13,800. Music
was provided by a male quartet.
The last stop on the trip was a mission
fair where children could have their faces
painted and play games like Gold Fish
Bowl Toss, Bozo's Bean Bag Throw, and
the Floating Toy Pond. Fair-type food—
hot dogs, popcorn, soda, nachos and
cheese—were enjoyed by children and
adults alike. Train-shaped cookies and
lollipops were a special treat.
This Sunday evening event was the
culmination of a Missions Conference
held at the church Saturday night and
Sunday morning.
Rev. Phil Keefer, Associate Director
of Brethren in Christ World Missions,
spoke Saturday, giving an overview of
our mission work around the world.
A panel discussion with Matt Bert, a
Missionary Kid who is attending Messiah
College, and a former missionary kid
from our congregation, Diana Reinert,
was held with Pastor Dave Erisman and
teenager Brian Kipe asking questions.
Matthew Bert's family is serving on the
mission field in Nicaragua. The teens
joined with Matt after the service for a
pizza party.
Sunday worship, Rev. Keefer spoke
on the topic, "Why Should I Become a
Missionary?"
Mr. Earl Martin, a representative of
Mennonite Central Committee, spoke to
the adults in the sanctuary on "When
Have We Seen Thee, Jesus?" Jim Piper, a
teenager from our congregation, shared
with the teens about his mission trip to
Tijuana, Mexico, this past summer. The
children in the Elementary Department
enjoyed the puppet ministry of the Rev.
James Herman.
•

Dave McKee (left), conductor, and A1
Conrad, engineer.
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I d e a s for Missions C o n f e r e n c e s • Ideas for Missions Conferences • Ideas for Missions Conf
TheToru
Kawate family
shares their
skill at origami
(Japanese
paper folding).
Keiko can
make a crane
in about 90
seconds!
South American weaving is
another craft
we can try.

Frank Myers, good
friend of Jay and
Judy Smith, shows
a 17-minute video
of their ministry in
London. (Copies
are available from
Brethren in Christ
World Missions.)

This prayer booth in
the narthex, decorated
only with missionary
prayer cards, invites us
to go in and pray any
time we're in the church.
We write our prayers on
the walls of the booth
and pray the prayers
written there by others.

Missions Onlinechecking out Jay
Smith's web site or
writing e-mail to send
to our missionaries.
It ties up the church's
only phone line for
the evening, but
it's a popular room.

A "Where in the World is Brethren in Christ World
4 Missions" is a game developed by Betty Rosentrater for Nappanee's missions conference. It
sends players scurrying to various maps, atlases
and missions sources for information to fill their
game sheets. Working together is encouraged!

Dillsburg (Pa.)
Missions Conference
March 22-23, 1997
by Esther Spurrier
May 1997

I

Where can
we serve with
Brethren in
Christ World
Missions?

The Gift
of the
by Bob Geiger

I

T WAS AN UNEXPECTED DEATH, or rather, an u n e x -

pected funeral. Miguel had been shot two years
earlier while trying to rob someone. Not only had
he been paralyzed as a result, but h e ' d been left with a
horrible wound that never really healed. Nancy Peterman, with her Colombia coworker, S a m m y deArco,
had many times tended Miguel's wounds, ministering
to him in both body and spirit. This was a time of
G o d ' s mercy for Miguel, for there were many things
he needed to make right with the Lord. During the last
year of his life, Miguel learned to accept G o d ' s grace
for salvation. The infection finally reached his heart,
causing a heart attack at age 29.
Miguel's legal documents were not in order. He
lacked a National Identity card (similar to our Social
Security Card but more pervasive) which is necessary
for hospitalization. Since Miguel didn't have one, his
family used his brother's card to obtain medical attention. Unfortunately, Miguel died two weeks later on
Christmas Day.
People of La Calzada barrio hold a loved one's
funeral in high esteem. Therefore, it was unthinkable
for his family and friends to leave his body unclaimed
and unburied. For five days the family struggled with
the hospital bureaucracy. Due to the mixup in identities, the authorities were insisting that the family
obtain an identity card for Miguel. The situation was
resolved when Sonia Valencia, our Brethren in Christ
pastor at La Calzada, served as a witness for the family that it was indeed Miguel, and not his brother, who
had died.
Because neither Sonia nor S a m m y had been in
charge of a funeral before, they felt my presence was
necessary. W h e n I arrived for the viewing, S a m m y
was doing a great j o b leading singing, reading Scriptures, and praying with the people. After speaking
some words of comfort to family members, Sonia,
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Sammy, and I went to a nearby cafe to plan the funeral to be held on N e w Year's Eve Day at 10:00 a.m.
That day the cemetery was only open until 12:00
noon. Miguel's mother did not arrive until almost
10:45. About ten minutes prior to her arrival, a man
f r o m another church came and, without consulting us,
began to speak to the people. Miguel and his wife had
occasionally attended this brother's church, a congregation of some 30,000 members. Since contention and
division are pervasive problems between evangelicals
of Colombia, I asked the Lord for guidance in this
awkward situation. Since Miguel's mother's arrival
coincided with the unexpected guest's closing prayer,
I saw my opportunity to take charge.
Thanking our brother, I then invited Sammy to read
Scriptures. He led in singing, and then it was Sonia's
turn to share. She cried with the people, speaking
words of comfort that bonded all together more
deeply. I asked the other brother to close in prayer,
and he took the opportunity to share the gospel.
Cemeteries of the poor have hundreds of vaults
above ground, stacked ten high. Due to limited space,
bodies are permitted in vaults for only five years, after
which families must dispose of the remains. It is quite
c o m m o n for several funerals to wait while one casket
is placed in its vault.

W

e walked in procession to Miguel's vault
area. Sammy climbed a platform five feet
high, read Scripture, and prayed. Another
coworker, Sonia Gabriela, then climbed the platform
to share her testimony. She shared how she was once
known as "the Queen of Cartucho Street" (the Bogota
equivalent of skid row, except much worse). She had
known Miguel and told that they both had been up to
no good. Between our funeral and others waiting, a
spellbound crowd of between 150-200 heard Sonia
Gabriela's story of being transformed by Christ's
power and the hope of seeing Miguel again because of
his faith in Jesus.
As I listened to Sonia Valencia, Sammy deArco,
and Sonia Gabriela, I was impressed with the thought
that this is the culmination of missionary w o r k — t h e
crowning moment of our efforts—when we witness
our own people stepping into the light at Jesus' invitation and reaching out to others still in darkness. I realized that as a foreign missionary, I would have been
entirely ineffective in this funeral ministry, but God
permitted me the unexpected gift of seeing our leaders
do a superb j o b under the direction of the Holy Spirit.

Bob Geiger has served with Brethren in Christ World Missions
in Colombia since 1984. The Geigers' home church is Redland
Valley Brethren in Christ Church, York Haven, Pa.

May 1997

ZIMBABWE UPDATE

Things

]*ifa is

I !l?PPenedtoday^
I • Armed robbery

BORING?

I * Gun-shot wound
' Flooded roads
I ^ Truck accident

by Steve Newcomer

O

ur rains have been really extensive in January. For the past
two weeks I have been trying
to get down to Mtshabezi,and every
day that I had planned on going, it
rained. Since m y p i c k - u p is only a
t w o - w h e e l d r i v e , I d i d n ' t w a n t to
drive down to Mtshabezi and then not
b e able to get b a c k up the hills to
Matopo.

On Tuesday, January 28, I m a d e
arrangements to borrow a friend's 4x4
and drove to Mtshabezi. After a visit
with Tim and Jan Swinton, I proceeded to Ekuphileni Bible Institute to discuss some financial things with Becky
Shenk, the financial secretary for the
mission. It was 4:00 in the afternoon
and we had just started talking (during
another h e a v y t h u n d e r s t o r m ) w h e n
one of the students f r o m Teen Missions came frantically knocking at the
door. H e very excitedly told us that
D o u g Peterson, the m a n in charge of
the Teen Missions operation in Zimbabwe, had been shot during an armed
r o b b e r y . D o n S h e n k and I q u i c k l y
j u m p e d i n t o the 4 x 4 and d r o v e to
Teen Missions.
We put D o u g into the back of the
truck and went over to the hospital
where Tim Swinton, the doctor, was
still w o r k i n g . His e x a m i n a t i o n
revealed one gunshot to the arm and
one to the chest. D o u g w a s in shock
and was losing some blood. Two IVs
were started and Tim and I left immediately to take D o u g to Bulawayo. By
now it was 5:00 p.m., and all of this
time the rain was falling heavily.
Going f r o m M t s h a b e z i to the tar
road involves using about 12 kilometers of dirt road and traversing severMay 1997

al streams and one river. Most of the
streams were not too bad, because the
water level had not yet had opportunity to rise fully. It was at the last
stream, which has no bridge, that we
had to stop and really take some time
to determine whether or not we could
make it across, even with the 4x4. The
determining factor was that the only
other w a y of getting D o u g to Bulawayo was to go around via Gwanda,
which would have taken an additional two hours. We decided to go for it
and we made it through with no problem, even though the water was about
24 inches deep. Once we got to the tar
road, it took us another hour and a
half to get to the hospital.

A

t the emergency room, Doug
was x-rayed and quickly
taken into the operating theater. At this point T i m felt that he
needed to get back to Mtshabezi to
be with his family, since the robbers
had j u s t run off into the b u s h . I
agreed. By n o w the rivers w e r e so
flooded that the only way we could
get back to Mtshabezi was via Gwanda. Enroute, Tim and I stopped at the
G w a n d a police station. The police
were extremely concerned and helpful
and indicated that they were doing as
m u c h as could possibly be done at
m i d n i g h t , in t h e m i d d l e of a r a i n
storm. They certainly were taking the
situation seriously.
I took Tim on to Mtshabezi, slipping and sliding through the mud, and
got there about 1:00 a.m. I started
back to Bulawayo at about 1:30 a.m.
At a b o u t 3:15 a.m., 25 k i l o m e t e r s
north of G w a n d a on the tar road, with
rain still falling, the 4x4 went into a

that
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* Torn Achilles

I *

tendon

i

Burglary

skid and I couldn't pull out of it. The
truck went off the edge of the road, hit
a culvert, and rolled over twice. Fortunately I was not wearing a seat belt,
since the whole cab crushed in around
the driver's seat and I was free to roll
around. I crawled out of some space
between the passenger seat and where
the rear window used to be.
It wasn't two minutes until a police
car came along. The policeman was
looking for the two guys that had shot
Doug. He picked me up and we went
back to the G w a n d a police station.
Their first comment was, "Didn't we
just see you a few hours ago?" Unfortunately, yes. R u f u s G o o d , another
missionary, and my wife Chris drove
down to Gwanda and picked me up at
about 7:30 a.m. What a night!
I learned later that Sam O l d h a m
had tried to cross the river at about
5:00 a.m. to deliver some maize for
the farm and his car was washed partially off the bridge and into the river.
When Jake Shenk arrived there a few
hours later, the farm tractor was being
used to pull his vehicle back onto the
road.
oug Peterson came though his
p j surgery incredibly well. T h e
J B ^ b u l l e t in t h e a r m p a s s e d
between the two bones and only
caused tissue damage. It made quite a
hole, though. The gunshot in the chest
Continued on page 16
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fortunately went in at an angle just
below the sternum, grazed his liver,
touched a bit of the lung, and exited
between the ribs. He is now out of
intensive care and is in M a t e r Dei
hospital.

W

hen I was crawling out of the
wrecked vehicle, I injured
again the same leg that I had
injured in December. W h e n I went to
a doctor to get things checked out, I
found out that what I had thought was
a pulled muscle was actually a part i a l l y torn A c h i l l e s t e n d o n w h i c h
requires surgery, about four weeks in
a cast, and then another four weeks of
daily physiotherapy.
Then, on Thursday morning, January 30, at 3:00 a.m., we got another
phone call. Dale and Dianne Brant-

ner, new missionaries w h o had just
moved into their house in Hillside on
Saturday, went to bed about 11:00
p.m. and woke up at 3:00 a.m. to find
that the house had been broken into
and t h i e v e s had taken quite a f e w
items. So at 4:00 a.m. we were with
the Hillside police and getting that
incident reported. A m o n g the items
which the thieves took were kitchen
k n i v e s , and a f i r e p l a c e p o k e r w a s
f o u n d in the hallway of the h o u s e
leading back to the b e d r o o m s . The
p r o p e r t y is i n s u r e d a n d w i l l b e
replaced. Once again the police were
very helpful and courteous.
I think that takes care of things for
the past three days. Last w e e k our
daughter Hope wrote in her journal
that she felt her life was boring and

Ever since the time
of David, people.
have made 7VIUSIC
to express their love
t0

God.

that she needed some excitement. I'll
try to make sure she never does that
again.

I

n spite of everything that has happ e n e d , w e f u l l y r e c o g n i z e and
a p p r e c i a t e that o u r p r o t e c t i v e
angels have been working overtime
this week. Events could certainly have
turned out differently. Doug Peterson
could quite easily have been killed by
the gunshots. Chris commented that it
is only a miracle that I came out of the
car wreck with no significant injuries.
Dale and Dianne and their kids could
have awakened earlier and startled the
burglars who were in the house. I do
not believe in coincidence, but have
every confidence in a God that is in
control. T h a t does not m e a n that I
u n d e r s t a n d w h y the v a r i o u s things
have happened the way that they did,
but my understanding is not necessary. With the support and encouragement and prayers of many people,
we just keep on doing the best that
we can. I don't know that anyone can
do more than that. God is so good.

Steve Newcomer has served with Brethren
in Christ World Missions in Zimbabwe since
1975, and currently is teaching science at
Matopo Secondary School. The Newcomers'
home church is Fairview Avenue Brethren in
Christ Church, Waynesboro Pa.

People all over the world are
still worshipping God with all
their different musical talents. The Santal
people of India commonly use the harmonium,

a hand-

cranked reed organ that sounds like a bagpipe blended with an accordion. In

at the

South America the cuatro, a four-stringed guitar is the accompaniment of choice

Historic
Ringgold
Meetinghouse

to aguinaldo

choruses. In Africa, everyone sings; there are no spectators.

Discover the

"Many Faces of Brethren in Christ Music"

asDwight

T h o m a s brings to you a dynamic y O U t h v i d e o capturing the energetic

Ringgold, Maryland

spirit of worship across the Brethen in Christ world. Dwight also plans to

June 1,1997

produce a digitally-mastered c o m p a c t d i S C sampler of Brethren in Christ
worship music. An

international SOng book

part of the 1998 celebration of
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Sixteenth Annual
Heritage Service

^HRIST^ORLDSSIONS

3:00 p.m.

Terry Brensinger will preach.
Singing will be led by
Nelson Wingert.
For more information, contact Isaiah
B. Harley, 560 Messiah Village,
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055.
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God at work in our world
The God who
provides

Sowing with tears,
reaping with joy

From a letter written by Jermeah Murmu
to John and Ethel Sider who, in February
1997, returned home from their most
recent term of service in India.

John Brubaker—tentmaker in Bangkok,
Thailand, since 1987

My special reason for writing is to
tell you about the activities of our
Gospel Team [a group of college students w h o were given some basic
training by Joel Marandi and Jermeah
Murmu]. There are thirteen persons in
the team and we recently toured some
villages. We stayed in Rajdhani as our
b a s e . H a v i n g e a t e n b r e a k f a s t , we
began preaching in surrounding villages until evening. After eating at
about 5:00 p.m., we went out preaching again. Everywhere we went God
enabled us to witness with great power.
I'm beginning to understand that wherever the Word of God is preached, God
will work. The people respected us,
gave us water to drink, asked about the
gospel, and received the Living Word.
Along with preaching, we sold tracts,
New Testaments, booklets, pamphlets,
and other literature. We believe this
happened because of your prayers.
My personal experience of this ministry tour is that my faith has become
stronger and I've become more active
in this kind of work.
For our team there were no funds.
One day Joel Marandi and I prayed
that if God was a living God, he would
make some plan for our team. Our
team needed to be unified, we needed
to be taught, we needed food to eat,
and supplies needed to be bought.
Where could we get this much money?
When Joel and I started this team we
had no money and were operating by
faith. At that time God sustained us
and provided money. We gave the
team three days of training.
We have more plans to preach in
every village. For this we request your
prayers and interest. They are absolutely necessary. Without prayer there
is no power.
May 1997

Yesterday (Mar. 16) I preached at
the AIT (Asia Institute of Technology) Christian Fellowship. About 80100 persons from across Asia were
present. 1 shared a simple message of
hope from the life of Jesus and yet, in
spite of the simplicity of the message,
the Lord blessed us with his presence.
Many wept openly (rather uncommon
in Asia) as the Spirit of the Lord
worked in their hearts.
We had been praying specifically
for Bui, the younger sister of Buk.
Afterwards she came to our home and
shared that this is the second time she
sensed something (couldn't explain
what) that touched her heart—she was
not a believer. She shared through tears
that she felt her stubbornness melt
away as she began to understand that
she must humble herself before the
Lord. We shared briefly about repentance, and again with tears she confessed her sins to the Lord. After a bit
more explanation, she committed her
life to Christ, promising to love God
with all her heart and love her neighbor
as herself.
We're excited to see two new believers in the past two months—we
can probably count on one hand the
individuals we have led to the Lord
over 10 years. It's remarkable how
easy it can be to share the gospel when
the Lord prepares the heart. And yet
we, like many other faithful servants
here in Thailand, will need to continue
to sow (with tears) so that others may
reap (with joy) in the Lord's time.

God's sense
of humor
From 1993-96 Abe Pankratz taught in the
Macha Secondary School and his wife
Irma served as bursar for the Zambian
church.
In August of 1993, as we prepared

to leave for the mission field at Macha
in Zambia, we had to sell our big, comfortable Crown Victoria LTD car. It
was a 1989 model with 66,000 miles
(112,000 km) on it. We sold it to a single mom in our church for $8,600.00
Cdn. She was happy to get it and we
were glad to sell it so easily and quickiyThree years later, in A u g u s t of
1996, we arrived back home in Canada and needed a car. When we visited
a Mercury-Lincoln dealership in our
town, a Christian salesman helped us
look at some smaller second-hand
models which we felt the Lord wanted
us to consider. As we were sharing
with the salesman the joys of God's
faithfulness, he asked us to look at a
large-sized car that had just the day
before been traded in for a new one.
He pointed it out and, looking at it, I
replied, "Oh yes, that's an '89 Mercury Grand Marquis," without showing any particular interest in it. Again
the salesman encouraged us to have a
look at it. We finally did and were impressed.
The car was immaculate inside and
outside. It was a chocolate brown car
with metallic f i n i s h , and with its
30,000 miles (53,000 km) it appeared
like a brand new car. We took it for a
test drive and found it very much to
our liking. After praying about it, we
sensed that this is the car God had
reserved for us while we had been
g o n e . T h e d e a l e r asked the s a m e
amount of money for this Grand Marquis as we had received three years
ago for our LTD Ford, which had had
more than twice as many miles on it in
1993 as this one had in 1996.
My w i f e c o u l d not s u p p r e s s a
chuckle and exclaimed, "I think God
has a wonderful sense of humor. This
is beautiful how he works things out."
What a marvelous and amazing
God we serve, who provided for all
our needs out of the magnificent riches in Christ Jesus not only in Africa,
but also when we got back home! We
are indeed grateful to God and know
that we have been blessed beyond
comprehension. The car serves us very
well as we travel from church to church
on our many deputations for Brethren
in Christ World Missions.
•
Evangelical Visitor
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Church
News

Notes of Congregational Activities in North America

Allegheny Conference
On Mar. 23 the Lamplighters
(55+) of the Air Hill congregation.
Chambersburg, Pa., presented the
play "The First Church of Pete's
Garage." The adult choir gave the
cantata "The Door" on Easter. •:•
Bob and Monica Pringle, missionaries to youth in the V e n e z u e l a n
Brethren in Christ Church, spoke
Mar. 16 to the A n t r i m church,
Chambersburg. • The March missions offering goal at the Chambersburg church was $2,000 for the
Bunker Hill church planting. • On
Apr. 20 the Fairview Ave. church,
W a y n e s b o r o , Pa., saw the f i l m
" B e h i n d the S u n . " •:• The Five
Forks church, Waynesboro, welcomed 10 new members Mar. 23,
and baptized 7 on Mar. 16.
On Mar. 16 the Living Miracles
from Camp Joy-El were in concert

at the Hollowell church, Waynesboro. •> The Martinsburg, Pa.,
church had revival with Luke Keefer
Jr. Mar. 2-6. The Messiah College
Concert Choir gave a program on
Mar. 12. • The Rolling Stones (the
youth choir of the Mt. Rock congregation. Shippensburg, Pa.) sang
in the Feb. 23 morning service. •:•
The Easter service at the New Guilford church, Chambersburg, was
especially designed for the unsaved,
with drama and music.
The quiz team of the Paramount church. Hagerstown, Md.,
finished first at the Snowflake quiz
tourney. Members traveled on Mar.
16 to s h a r e a s e r v i c e with the
Bunker Hill (W.Va.) church planting.
The youth of the South
Mountain congregation, Shippensburg, hosted a spaghetti supper on
Mar. 22. • Harold Yeager was guest

Board meetings are held at Grantham, Pa.,
unless otherwise noted. For more information,
contact the denominational office, P.O. Box 290,
Grantham, Pa. 17027; phone (717) 697-2634.

May 12-14 Retreat for Retired Ministry Persons—
Kenbrook Bible Camp, Lebanon, Pa.
May 15-16 Messiah College Board of Trustees
May 17
Messiah College Commencement—Grantham,
Pa.
May 28
Commission on Ministry and Doctrine
May 29-31 Leadership Council
May 30-31 Core Course: "Brethren in Christ Polity," R.
Donald Shafer—Messiah College, Grantham,
Pa. (Course

continues

on June 6-7,

13-14)

June 14

Niagara Christian Collegiate CommencementFort Erie, Ont.
July 4-6
Leadership Council Retreat—St. Catherines,
Ont.
July 19-27 Memorial Holiness Camp—West Milton, Ohio
Aug. 1-10 Roxbury Holiness Camp—Roxbury, Pa.
Aug. 15-20 Niagara Holiness Camp—NCC, Fort Erie, Ont.
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Sept. 6

Messiah Village Fall Festival—Mechanicsburg.
Pa.

Oct. 18

Messiah College Homecoming—Grantham, Pa.
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speaker for the Easter sunrise service of the Mt. Tabor church, Mercersburg. Pa. God's Children and
the Eichelbergers were featured at a
Mar. 9 hymn-sing. •> Pastor Benner
of the Van Lear church, Williamsport, Md., left for a trip to Zimbabwe Mar. 31.

Atlantic Conference
The Circle of Hope church,
Philadelphia, Pa., currently has six
cell groups, with two more in planning stages. •:• The Cross Roads
church, Mount Joy, Pa., enjoyed a
program Mar. 2 by The Friendship
Singers and Creative Movement
Team. •:• The men's ministries of the
Elizabethtown. Pa., church hosted a
Good Friday breakfast. "Repeat Performance" was the film shown Mar.
2. •:• On Mar. 16 the Fairland congregation, Cleona, Pa., saw the film
"Night Song." A trip to see the Harrisburg Heat soccer game was the
men's night out on Mar. 15. • Saturday, Apr. 12 was Ladies Day at
the Free Grace church, Millersburg,
Pa., with speaker Betty Charles from
Abundant Living Ministries Counseling Center.
Carl Shank spoke Mar. 25 to the
Hempfield congregation, Lancaster,
Pa., on "Evangelism According to
Jesus." Average worship attendance
for M a r c h was 151. •:• R o b e r t
Pringle spoke Mar. 23 at the Lancaster church about plans to return
to Venezuela. •> Doug Oldham was
in concert Mar. 23 at the Manor
church. Mountville, Pa. Don Shafer
is serving as interim pastor during
March, April, and May. •:• Mar. 16
was youth Sunday at the Mt. Pleasant church. Mount Joy. • On Feb.

Position Available
Manor Brethren in
Christ Church of Lancaster
has an opening in 1997 for
a full-time Minister of
Youth. Your opportunity to
lead a program of 200.
Qualifications include:
proven experience, administrative and relational
skills, and the ability to
mentor volunteers. Musical
abilities will be considered
a major plus.
Request a profile or
submit your resume to:
Manor Church Youth
Search, 530 Central Manor
Road, Lancaster, PA
17603.

23, 125 people attended the 10th
anniversary celebration of the New
Covenant congregation, Quakertown, Pa.
Mar. 2 was Friend Day at the
New Hope church, Harrisburg, Pa.,
with the Messiah College Concert
Choir leading worship. • A "Ministry and Missions Information
Evening" Mar. 16 at the New Joy
church, Akron, Pa., focused on the
Gideons, Ten Thousand Villages,
Zimbabwe, Kenbrook Bible Camp,
Mennonite Mutual Aid, and World
Missions. • A women's volleyball
team from the Palmyra. Pa., church
competed at the Mar. 7-8 Messiah
College sports tournament. •:• The
youth group of the Pequea church,
Lancaster, had rent-a-kid work day
on Apr. 12. The choir and bell choir
of the church combined with the
Grantham choir and brass choir at
Grantham for a Mar. 16 program.
Guest speakers during March for
the Refton, Pa., congregation were
James Ayers and Ric Feeney. • On
Mar. 9 Charlie Graff shared in the
Silverdale. Pa., evening service about
his experiences of God's blessings
through the loss of his nine-year-old
son. •:• On Mar. 16 Jairee Counterman spoke to the Skyline View congregation, Harrisburg, Pa., about the
Help Ministry of the tri-county area.
• On Apr. 6 the Summit View congregation, New Holland, Pa., participated in a review of pastoral service.

Canadian Conference
The youth of the Bertie church,
Stevensville, Ont., recently raised
$1,500 for world hunger, inspiring
an area high school to also launch a
c a m p a i g n . • On F e b . 23 J e a n
Bossert gave her testimony about
God's grace through the past year
to the Boyle c o n g r e g a t i o n , St.
A n n ' s , Ont. • The Bridlewood
church, Agincourt, Ont., was host
site Mar. 8 for a church development seminar with Dave Collins. •>
Abe and Irma Pankratz spoke to the
Heise Hill congregation. Gormley,
Ont., on Mar. 19 as part of a six-day
missions emphasis. Guests at the
Mar. 16 service and carry-in meal
at the Houghton church, Langton,
Ont., were John and Ethel Sider,
returned home from India.
Laurie H u d s o n of C a n a d i a n
Revival Fellowship led meetings
Mar. 1-5 for the Kindersley, Sask.,
congregation. •» On Mar. 16 the
focus of the Oak Ridges, Ont., congregation was on India with speaker
Maurice Bender of Gospel Tide
Hour. •:• A new children's choir has
been formed at the Orchard Creek
church, St. Catharines, Ont. The
May
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congregation had a 24-hour prayer
vigil on Good Friday concluding
with communion and footwashing.
• On Apr. 5 the Port Colborne,
Ont., church planned an international dinner with proceeds going
toward new carpeting. The February through May sermons at the
Ridgemount church, Hamilton,
Ont., were on "Building Life with
Purpose and Meaning." A family
skate was Mar. 1.
The youth of the Rosebank
church, Petersburg, Ont., raised
$550 recently for World Vision
Canada. • Apr. 13 was evangelism
day at the Sherkston, Ont., church
on the theme "Bring Them to
Jesus." • The IMPACT youth team
of the Springvale, Ont., church led
the Easter sunrise service under the
guidance of Debbie Nigh. • The
Summitville church, Calgary, Alb.,
held opening services Mar. 2 with
leadership by Doug Sider Jr. The
Upper Oaks
congregation,
Oakville, Ont., has communion the
last Sunday of each month. •:• The
children grades K-6 of the Westheights church. Kitchener, Ont.,
enjoyed a Sunday school party Mar.
15 with puppets, food, crafts, games,
and treats.

Central Conference
The Amherst congregation,
Massillon, Ohio, joined the Sippo
Valley church, Massillon, for an
Easter sunrise service. • The Bethel
congregation, Merrill. Mich., participated in the Michigan missions
weekend recently by sharing a
carry-in meal with the CarlandZion congregation, Owossa, Mich.,
on Saturday evening. Trudy
McClane spoke in the Sunday worship service at Bethel. Of the offer-

ing, $370 was designated for new
Brethren in Christ missions. • The
Christian Union church, Garrett,
Ind., hosted the Union Grove congregation, New Paris, Ind., for a
meal and footwashing service Mar.
27. * The Highland church, West
Milton, Ohio, presented a playlet
during the Easter service, "Have
You Seen My Son?"
Forty-two people attended a missions breakfast Feb. 22 at the Lakeview church, Goodrich, Mich. •
Easter events at the Northgate
church, Tipp City, Ohio, were 9:00
a.m. breakfast, service and communion, and an egg hunt. • A number
of small groups are meeting at the
Pleasant Hill, Ohio, church. The
Sippo Valley congregation, Massillon, recently discussed a plan to help
support churches in the Ukraine. •:•
There were 20 visitors in the Mar.
23 service of the Wooster, Ohio,
church.

Midwest Conference
On Mar. 8 the HIS Club of the
Abilene, Kan., church hosted a
ladies night salad supper. •:• The basketball team of the Bethany church,
Thomas, Okla., came in second at
the 18th Annual Corn Bible Academy Tournament Mar. 21-22. The
church hosted Regional Conference
Mar. 14-15. • The youth of the Red
Star congregation, Leedey, Okla.,
raised money for their summer trip
to Mexico at a banquet served to
adults in February. •:• The Rosebank
church, Hope, Kan., hosted a junior
quiz meet on Mar. 8. The annual
soup supper and footwashing service was Mar. 27. •> The Zion
church, Abilene, hosted the Mar. 23
fifth Sunday evening service for
area churches.

Bishop of Canadian Conference
The Canadian Conference Board of Directors,
with regret, has accepted the resignation of Bishop
R. Dale Shaw, to be effective on or before Oct. 15,
1997.
Ordained ministers of the Brethren in Christ
Church who are interested in applying for this leadership position are requested to contact the Canadian C o n f e r e n c e Secretary immediately for an
application form.
Betty Albrecht
Canadian Conference Secretary
R.R. 2
Petersburg, O N T NOB 2H0
Phone/Fax: (519) 696-3642
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E.V. TimeLines

Selected fiom the archives of the EVANGELICAL VISITOR

10O Years A g o
May 15, 1897—Noah Zook reported
on a series of services he held in churches of various denominations in Franklin
County, Pa.: "Our object has been to
hold forth a pure four-fold Gospel and to encourage God's
children to a fuller consecration and a holier life. To some
extent at least we have been used of the Lord to water the
lilies and many have been encouraged, while some may
refuse the light and go on in their disobedience."

75 Years A g o
May 22, 1922—Eula Stevenson writes from Columbia,
Ky.: "...some brethren came down from Ohio, looking for a
location to hold tent-meetings. They decided to pitch the
tent on the Garlin school ground, provided they could get
permission from the trustee. My husband being trustee at the
time[,] they came to ask him.... He hardly knew what to tell
them, as there had been so many different things preached
thru this country, but thot they would do no harm, and told
them they could.... I was an invalid at the time,...and my
husband would drive the machine close to the tent. But
after a few services the singing, testimonies, and preaching
became so interesting, we were anxious to be closer, so
one of the close neighbors brought a rocker for me.... I got
under conviction and when the tent family moved from
Garlin to White Oak, we attended meetings there. One night
I was saved in my home."

50 Years A g o
May 5, 1947—In a missions report from India, Blanche
Paulus writes: "As to the riots in and around Monghyr, I'll
say little. The reports you read in your newspapers are not
exaggerated.... Some of our Christians have been attacked
in the riots but the great animosity is between the Hindus
and the Mohammedans. As Mr. Jinnah says, 'The Hindu
wants to worship a cow and the Mohammedan wants to eat
it.' Where can you find a compromise there?"

25 Years A g o
May 25, 1972—John Zercher, in an editorial entitled
"The New Morality": "Gambling is to stealing what dueling
is to murder. In each case each participant supposedly has
an equal chance, but in each case one loses and one wins. In
the case of dueling, the loser is dead. In the case of gambling, the winner takes all, giving nothing of equivalent
value in return."

10 Years A g o
May 1987—The editorial "Balanced and Reachable"
noted that based on reports of what congregations said they
would give, the denomination's 1987 budget had been
reduced. "We need to remember that in all this talk about
budgets, there are faces and needs connected with these
dollar signs.... Church-planting pastors, caring bishops, missionaries in overseas churches, persons ministering to hurting families...these are but a few of the people we support
when we contribute to...Cooperative Ministries."
Evangelical Visitor
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MONEY

In our society, many people want to buy goods and services at the lowest possible price. There
are places in our world where the buyer is expected to haggle over the price, hoping to pay the
least possible price.
God owns all things. It is his prerogative to "buy and sell" for the price he chooses. We are
stewards of his possessions; consequently we need to think of the implications of the prices we
are willing to pay—implications for both God and for us.
We read in the Scripture that God owns all the animals of the forest and the cattle on a thousand hills. The Psalmist writes, "Every bird of the mountains and all the animals of the fields
belong to me (God).... for all the world is mine and everything in it" (Psalm 50:11 -12b).
When talking about a cure for worry, Jesus says, "Your heavenly Father already knows all
your needs, and he will give you all you need from day to day if you live for him and make the
Kingdom of God your primary concern" (Matthew 6:32-33).
In his prayer of praise to God, David says, "But who am I, and who are my people, that we
could give anything to you? Everything we have has come from you, and we give you only what
you have already given to us." (1 Chronicles 29:14).
Since the Lord owns all things and he knows our needs, and since everything we have
comes from him, why should we be so concerned about the prices we pay for what belongs to
God? Does it matter whether we temporarily hold God's possessions or whether our neighbor
has that opportunity?
God taught Judy and me a wonderful lesson at the time he called us to full-time church ministry. We both agreed the first thing we needed to do was to move off our little farm and into a
development where we would be next door to neighbors in order to be "salt and light" to them.
We knew of a home which would meet our family's needs. However, we soon learned that
it was on the market for only a few days when the sellers accepted an offer of $4,900 less than
their asking price. The home was custom built and had features which were ideal for our young
family.
Just as quickly as the home sold, it was back on the market. The intended buyer lost his job
by Philip D. Keefer
and could not fulfill the contract to buy. We looked at the home on a Thursday and then again
on Friday, at which time we made an offer. We signed a contract for $6,900 less than the asking price. We thought that if it was God's home for us, the sellers would accept our offer.
During Sunday morning worship, the Lord seemed to say, "Phil Keefer, why should I take
$2,000 from the Flukes (the sellers) and give it to you?"
On our way home from church I told Judy what I believed the Lord was saying to me. I called
our real estate agent and said, "We want to change our offer." The agent replied, "Oh, I can't
Philip D. Keefer is
offer them anything less. That wouldn't be right." To that I replied, "No, we want to offer more.
Director of
We want to increase our offer by $2,000."
Stewardship Services
We told the agent what had transpired and she subsequently told the listing agent and he told
for the Brethren in
the
sellers. It was a joy to learn that each person involved in the transaction knew the price we
Christ Church.
were paying was "God's price," not our price. We were privileged to have God work through
Scripture references
us for his good and for his glory.
are from the New
Living Translation.
The story continued as God called us to Kitchener, Ont., where I would become pastor of the
Westheights Brethren in Christ Church. When it came time to sell
our home, we listed it with a friend who managed a local real estate
office. He asked, "What would you like to receive for it?" We told
Cooperative Ministries
him we would like to net $5,000 more than we paid. " He said,
Receipts, Year to Date
January 1-Mar. 31,1997
"Oh! It's worth a lot more than that. It's worth at least $18,000
United States
Canada
1997
1996
1997
1996
more than you paid." Our friend brought other branch managers
Proportionate
471.146 451.839
63.151 55.974
from his company to see our home. Each wrote his respective figCongregational 439,039 424,010
62,242 55,974
ures on paper and then compared them. They all agreed the home
Individual
32,107
909
0
27,829
should list for approximately $18,000 more than we paid for it just
two
years earlier. Our home sold in less than two weeks for the
Designated and
asking price!
Direct Giving
141.416
138.152
14.776
3.335
Congregational
78,229
63,738
14,126
3,335
God owns all things. It is his prerogative to "buy and sell" for
74,414
Individual
63,187
650
the price he chooses. We are stewards of his possessions; consequently we need to think of the implications of the prices we are
612.562 589.991
Total to Date
77.927 55.974
willing to pay—implications for both God and for us.
The question to ask is not, "What's the minimum I have to pay,"
Total Budget
3 .877.632 3.781.056 400.000* 472,000
Received to Date
15.8%
15.6%
15.8%
11.9%
but rather, what price is God's price?

MATTERS

What
price is
God's
price?

*Note: Canadian Conference total budget does not include designated or direct giving.
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Pacific Conference
The Pacific Highway congregation, Salem, Ore., cooperated to host
noontime lunches Mar. 24—Apr. 4
for students up to 18 years with food
provided by Marion-Polk Co. Food
Share and the school district. • "I
Stand in Awe" was the Easter musical presentation at the Upland,
Calif., church. • The children's
Christmas program of the Walnut,
Calif., church was aired three times
on public access cable TV in Walnut
Mar. 18-20.

Southeast Conference
On Feb. 28 and Mar. 1 the youth
of the Highland Park congregation,
Dublin, Va., had a rock-a-thon to
raise money for Pulaski Daily Bread
soup kitchen. • The Holden Park
church, Orlando, Fla., brought in
nonperishables for the Christian Service Center on Mar. 23. •> The youth
of the Millerfields church,
Columbia, Ky., hosted the group
Living Waters for the Mar. 2 evening service. Bishop Craig and
Laura Sider visited on Mar. 9.

Susquehanna Conference
The goal for the MCC grocery
bag project at the Big Valley church,
Belleville, Pa., was 25 bags by Apr.
6. • Randy Buck was keynote
speaker for the Apr. 25-27 missions
conference of the Carlisle, Pa.,
church on the theme "SERVE: Just
Do It.'" • The Dillsburg, Pa., church
began double worship services on
Mar. 2. On Mar. 5 the senior highs
began viewing Dobson's "Life on
the Edge." •:• On Mar. 6 the
Fairview congregation. New Cumberland, Pa., made and sold 660
hoagies. The cantata "Amazing
Love" was the ministry in the Mar.
23 service. • On Mar. 15 the 60+
group of the Jemison Valley
church, Westfield, Pa., took their
antacids and braved a chili and
chocolate social.
On Apr. 2 C. Peter Wagner
spoke at the Mechanicsburg. Pa.,
church to open the "Interceding for
Your City II" conference. • S. Lane
Hostetter was Holy Week speaker
for the Messiah Village congregation, Mechanicsburg. • The Redland Valley congregation, York
Haven, Pa., hosted Regional Conference Apr. 11-12.
Pastor
Richard Ross of the Wesley church,
Mt. Holly Springs, Pa., was recently
affirmed by the offer of a second
three-year term. • The redecoration
of the sanctuary of the West Shore
church, Mechanicsburg, was finished just in time to be appreciated
during revival week with Luke
Keefer Sr. Mar. 23-26.
May 1997

For The
Record
Births
Besharah: Kasim John, Apr.
9,1996; Ken and Candace Besharah,
Kindersley congregation, Sask.
Charles: Karena Ann, Mar. 19;
Joann Charles, Cedar Grove congregation, Pa.
Frere: Geordan Allen, Mar. 13;
Craig and Kim Frere, Houghton
congregation, Ont.
Gossert: Joseph Christian, Feb.
22; Rodger and Jody Gossert,
Fairview Ave. congregation, Pa.
Heisey: Hayley Marie, Feb. 28;
Dave and Lori (Mclaud) Heisey,
Lancaster congregation. Pa.
Knepper: Kaden Ray, Jan. 8;
Darrin and Anja Knepper, Mechanicsburg congregation, Pa.
Nissley: Nathaniel Abram, Feb.
23; Douglass and Loretta (Bert)
Nissley, Conoy congregation. Pa.
Paden: Brennan Seth, Feb. 10;
Richard and Melissa (Bossert)
Paden, Cedar Grove congregation,
Pa.
Walde: Derek Robin, Oct. 24,
1996; Robin and Brenda Walde,
Kindersley congregation, Sask.
West: Tyler Kent, Mar. 1; Kent
and Suzanna (Schmitt) West,
Houghton congregation, Ont.
Wiebe: Kyle David, May 3,
1996; David and Leona Wiebe,
Kindersley congregation, Sask.
Zeiset: Abbygale Hope, Jan. 31;
Ken and Karen Zeiset, New Joy
congregation. Pa.

Weddings
Cross - Hovermale: Angela
Marie Hovermale, daughter of Phil
and Penny Thompson and Mr. and
Mrs. Wayne Hovermale, Hagerstown, Md., and Donald Lee Cross
Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Donald
Cross Sr., Williamsport, Md., Feb.
8, at Paramount Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. James Stauffer
officiating.
Jackson - Mitchell: Christine
Susanne, daughter of David and
Carol Mitchell, Kindersley, Sask.,
and Shawn Miles, son of Lane and
Jackie Jackson, Kindersley, Oct. 12,
1996, at Kindersley United Church
with Rev. Gordon Lough officiating.
Wideman - MacLaren: Karen
Elizabeth, daughter of Norman and
Ruth MacLaren, Kitchener, Ont.,
and Lee Alfred, son of Glen and
Jean Wideman, Gormley, Ont., Jan.
25, at Crossroads Centre with Rev.

Correspondents:
News
was sparse this month. Did
you miss the April 1 deadline
because Mar. 30 was a Sunday? If you need guidelines
for submissions, please contact the Visitor office at (219)
773-3164 and ask for Nancy.
Norman MacLaren and Rev. Isaac
Flagg officiating.

Obituaries
Brosey: Mary Catherine Brosey,
born Mar. 12, 1909, daughter of J.
William and Fannie Flory Brosey,
died Mar. 12 on her 88th birthday.
Surviving are two sisters, Margaret
A. and Helen I. Mary had worked at
Risser garment factory, at the Marion and Ruth Shop, and the Classic
Hosiery Mill. She was a member of
the Elizabethtown, Pa., church
where she was a Pioneer Girls sponsor. The funeral was held at the
church with Rev. Lucille Ulery and
Rev. David L. Hall officiating. Interment was in Stauffer's Mennonite
Cemetery.
Oberholtzer: Anna Mary Oberholtzer, born June 5, 1922, in New
Holland, Pa., died Jan. 15. Surviving
are a sister, Elsie Horning Gockley;
and nieces and nephews. She was
employed as a manuscript coordinator for the Lancaster Co. Historical Society, and was archivist for
the New Joy church. Pa., where she
was a member. The funeral was held
at the Stradling Funeral Home with

Rev. John Zuck, Rev. Carl Horning,
and Rev. John Bowe officiating.
Interment was in Martindale Mennonite Cemetery.
Riehl: Elmer L. Riehl, born Dec.
8, 1926, son of Eli and Sarah Lapp
Riehl, died Dec. 17, 1996. Surviving
are his wife, Emma (Ebersol); two
sons, David E. and LeRoy A.; two
daughters, Linda Shank and Kathern Sue Wilson; eight grandchildren; and six great-grandchildren.
With his wife he was founder and
owner of E & E Transportation.
Elmer was the first member of the
Summit View church to pass away.
The funeral was held at Groffdale
Mennonite Church with Rev. Ray
D. Hock officiating. Interment was
in that church's cemetery.
Rohrer: John H. Rohrer, born
May 6, 1912, son of John B. and
Clara Dautel Rohrer, died Feb. 3.
Preceding him in death in infancy
were a brother and a sister. Surviving are his wife, Esther; two daughters, Catherine Burchard and Sharon
Humphrey; and three sons, Fred,
David, and Lee. John grew up
around Elmo, Kan., and was a lifelong farmer. He attended the Rosebank church where the funeral was
held with Rev. Robert E. Lister,
Rev. Charles Norman, and Rev.
Everett Mitchell officiating. Interment was in New Basel Cemetery.
Slagenweit: Mark E. Slagenweit, born Mar. 29, 1921, son of
David A. and Cora Shaffer Slagenweit, died Feb. 3. Preceding him in
death were six siblings, Ada Clapper, Paul, Kathryn Miller, Dorcas

Cycle scenic, historic Lancaster
County for the benefit of
Mennonite Central Committee

August 3-7, 1997

road apple
ride for relief

For more information, contact
Missy Stoner at the address
below or e-mail mas@ mccus.org
Mennonite
Central
Committee

U.S.

MCC U.S. and MCC East Coast
2 t South 12th Street. TO Box 500
Akron. PA 17501-0500
(717) 859-3889
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Messiah's
solar car...
continued from page 2

In addition to its unusual success
story, Genesis has another distinction.
Messiah College is the only school
describing itself as Christian to register in Sunrayce '97. As a result, the
team f e e l s a u n i q u e privilege and
responsibility. "We have a chance to
provide a solid witness," said senior
Brian Seip, one of the team's student
leaders. To show where they stand,
the team selected a theme verse for
Sunrayce '97: "Not by might, nor by
power, but by my Spirit, says the Lord
Almighty..." Zech. 4:6. "It's going
right on the car for everyone to see,"
he said.
Not only is the Genesis team providing Christian life examples to sun
racers, officials and fans, they are
gaining hands-on training and a
glimpse into the future of engineering. "This project gives each of us a
'jump start' on developing technology
for the 21 st century," said Seip. "Even
though w e ' r e students, we are part of
the corps of engineers who are gain-

Climenhaga,
Fred, and David.
Surviving are his
wife, Eleanor A.;
two children,
Faithe Keefer
and Mark E. Jr.;
seven grandchildren; two great-grandchildren; and a
brother, Andrew H. Mark was a
member of the Canoe Creek congregation. Pa. The funeral was held
at the Martinsburg church with Rev.
Earl E. Herr, Rev. H. Lee Ritchey,
and Bishop John B. Hawbaker officiating. Interment was in Dry Hill
cemetery.
Tribute
For many years Mark Slagenweit was a farmer and a deacon in
the Martinsburg, Pa., church. At age
53 he accepted the call to become
the pastor of Canoe Creek, where
he served for 16 years. He was
ordained Apr. 1, 1984, by Bishop
Alvin Book.
In the years that Mark served at
Canoe Creek, he built up the congregation and led in building new
21
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ing increasing knowledge about EV's
[electric vehicles] that may contribute
to larger discoveries down the road."
Seip explains that events like Sunr a y c e h e l p to " p r i m e the p u m p , "
enhancing solar technology from year
to year. This year, Genesis is counting
on technological improvements to
enhance its own performance. The
team is constructing the car to be significantly more aerodynamic, with
more efficient electrical and braking
systems.
"One of the most important things
the students are learning," said Genesis' faculty advisor, Dr. Tim Whitmoyer, "is how complex it is to work
in a group to solve a common problem. Not only does it make them better engineers, it makes them better
people."
Genesis, as an officially sanctioned
project of the college, brings many
advantages to the Messiah community, explains Provost Dr. Donald Kraybill. "Genesis represents the best a liberal arts education has to offer. Faculty and students are working together
on a creative, non-traditional academic project that addresses a major
global issue—the question of renewable energy," he said.

church facilities. Under his leadership the people paid for the expenses as they built. In addition to his
pastoral duties, Mark served as
evangelist for revival meetings and
served occasionally on boards for
the regional conference.
Mark's ministry was marked by
sincerity, dependability, a love for
people, and a love for the Brethren
in Christ Church. He showed love
and respect for everyone. Mark was
conservative in his beliefs and practiced a plain and simple life, but he
accepted other people just as they
were. As a result, people loved him
in return.
Mark loved and preached the
message of biblical holiness. One of
his favorite Scripture verses was
Matthew 5:8: "Blessed are the pure
in heart, for they shall see God." For
Mark, holiness was more than a doctrine to be believed; it was a life to
be lived. Those who knew him best
attest to his consistent, godly life.
Mark was a strong supporter of
Roxbury Holiness Camp and attended the camp meeting regularly.

An additional "side benefit," said
Kraybill, is that the solar car rallies
the campus behind a common event.
"Genesis is our surrogate football
team," he mused. Although not your
typical sporting event, the college is
planning a campus-wide festival for
Earth Day, April 22, to unveil the new
car to the college community and the
local media.
But are competitions like Sunrayce
simply fun and games? Not really. In
the next 15 years, the Department of
Energy predicts that world energy
consumption will increase by more
than 50 percent. Undoubtedly, this
need-for-power surge will "fuel" the
search for alternative forms of energy.
And with the race on to develop more
efficient sources of renewable energy, research projects like Genesis will
continue to pick up speed—both on
and off the race course.

Located in Grantham, Pa., Messiah College is a private, Christian college of the liberal and applied arts and sciences, affiliated
with the Brethren in Christ Church. Founded
in 1909, the college offers more than 50 academic majors and pre-professional
programs
and enrolls more than 2,500full-time undergraduate students.

He was willing to serve where
needed. In 1994, at age 73, he
accepted the assignment to be interim pastor of the Springhope Church,
which was a 40-minute drive from
his home in Martinsburg. He continued in this assignment for two
and a half years until his death.
The Bible describes a godly life
this way in Galatians 5:22-23: "The
fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.
We have seen the fruit of the Spirit
in the life and ministry of our brother Mark Slagenweit.
John B. Hawbaker
Bishop, Allegheny Conf.
Smith: Jerald G. Smith, born
Sept. 14, 1929, son of Charles and
Pauline Aulthouse Smith, died Mar.
9. Surviving are his wife, Marie
(Woody); a son, D. Scott; a daughter. Jerry Ann Nellestein; three stepsons; four grandchildren; five stepgrandchildren; and a brother, John
A. Jerald was a retired colonel in the
National Guard and had worked for
Ford New Holland, Inc. He was a

member of the Summit View congregation, Pa., where he exercised
the gift of encouragement. The
memorial service was held at the
church with Rev. Ray D. Hock officiating. Interment was in Fort
Indiantown Gap National Cemetery.
Walde: Helen Walde, bom Nov.
8, 1903, in Rosenthal, Ukraine, died
July 26, 1996. Preceding her in
death were her husband, Abram
Walde; an infant son; a granddaughter; and a great-granddaughter. Surviving are her sons, Herman,
Art, and Verne; 3 daughters, Erna
Neufeld, Agnes Balzer, and Frieda
LaRocque; 21 grandchildren; and
numerous great-granchildren; and a
brother, Abram Krahn. She was a
member of the Mennonite Church,
and a long-time adherent of the
Kindersley congregation, Sask. She
made quilts for MCC and will be
remembered for her love and generosity. The funeral was at Kindersley Alliance Church with Rev. Gordon Lough officiating. Interment
was in Kindersley Cemetery.
•
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Over $100,000 in grants

Brethren in Christ congregations
receive MMA grants in 1996
Local congregations in the Brethren in
Christ Church benefited f r o m
$117,336.74 in Sharing Fund grants from
Mennonite Mutual Aid (MMA) in 1996.
Across all Anabaptist and related
denominations, a record number of
households benefited from MMA Sharing
Fund grants last year. As MMA distributed $2.3 million in 1996 Sharing
Fund grants, more than 1,000 congregations participated in raising $2.9 million
in matching funds.
In total, 2,554 households received
grants in 1996, an increase of 82 percent
over the 1,400 households assisted in
1995. The total number of grants in 1996
was 4,942.
"While I am pleased with the amount
of money MMA was able to share," said
Vyron Schmidt, MMA vice president of
Fraternal Benefits, "I am even more
impressed with the significant increase in
the number of congregations which participated." In 1996, the number of congregations that matched MMA's assistance with their own contributions was
1,068, an increase in congregational
involvement of 41 percent over 1995.
The Living Expense Grant became the
most popular grant in 1996 with 833
grants awarded. This grant helps defray
living expenses for those in a congregation experiencing a financial hardship.
Two new grants were initiated in 1996.
One offers assistance to pastors pursuing
continuing education; 235 of these grants
were given. Another new grant assists
individuals and families by paying half
the cost of preparing a will or living trust,
up to a maximum of $75 per household.
In 1996, 514 participants took advantage
of this grant.
"We also launched our new Healthy
Living Series to promote wellness in all
aspects of our lives," Schmidt announced.
The series is a unique educational program covering an array of topics such as
exercise, nutrition, spirituality, and
finances.
Another new service provided by
MMA is consultation for congregations,
families, and individuals on disabilities
and mental illness. MMA's mental illness
and disabilities consultants are available
to provide resources, referrals, and conMay
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sultation as well as to foster networking
among families.
MMA partners with churches through
volunteer advocates in local congregations. By the end of 1996, 1,437 advocates were helping link needs in congregations with MMA's resources. Phyllis
Mishler, Sharing Fund manager, said,
" W e ' r e excited about more people
becoming MMA advocates because it
means we can reach out to help more people in congregations."

Schmidt added, "I am impressed with
the appreciation expressed by those who
receive the grants. In the thank-you notes
we receive, people seldom mention the
amount of money. But they almost always
comment on what it means to them to
have financial support from their congregation and MMA as a church agency."
MMA's fraternal benefit programs are
available because a large part of Mennonite Mutual Aid is classified as a taxexempt fraternal benefit association.
Funds that otherwise would have been
paid in taxes can instead be used to provide fraternal benefits without increasing
members' costs. Additional funds come
from individual contributions to the Sharing Fund and by MMA's tithe from gains
in its operations. MMA is headquartered
in Goshen, Ind.

Messiah Village
Centennial History
Written by former Messiah College English
Professor a n d Messiah Village resident Ray
Zercher, this 576-page b o o k details the fascinating history and behind-the-scenes events
that shaped Messiah Village into the ministry
of caring it is today.
Published with assistance f r o m the Messiah Village Auxiliary, the limited-edition b o o k
carries t h e r e a d e r f r o m t h e first m e e t i n g of two
w o m e n in H u m m e l s t o w n , at which the idea for Messiah Village was
formed, through its early years as a "poor people's h o m e and orphanage" o n the brow of a hill in Harrisburg, to a new facility o n Paxton
Street in 1936, to the present-day campus setting. Interesting anecdotes, historical photographs, and a meaningful history are c o m b i n e d
to chronicle and capture the feeling of benevolence and sharing that
makes Messiah Village so unique.
Residents, families, church members, and historians will all want a
copy of this special volume. To purchase your copy, please forward the
order form below to the Messiah Village Public Relations Office at P.O.
Box 2015, Mechanicsburg, PA 17055-2015. (Or, if you don't want to cut
u p this issue of the magazine, print your n a m e and address o n a piece
of paper and indicate h o w m a n y copies you want of To Have A Home.)

YES! P l e a s e s e n d m e a c o p y of To Have A Home,
T h e C e n t e n n i a l H i s t o r y of M e s s i a h Village. S e n d c o u p o n t o :
Messiah Village Public Relations Office, P.O. Box 2015, Mechanicsburg, PA 17055

1
I
I
I

Name
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Address.
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City/State/Zip.
Telephone
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(

Upon delivery, you will be invoiced the retail price of $10.00 plus .60 sales tax, and
$4.40 shipping and handling (where applicable) for a total of $15.00.
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MCC board approves 1997
budget, amends by-laws
The Mennonite Central Committee
board approved a budget that calls for
income of $52.3 million Cdn./$38.2 million U.S. in 1997 and program plans that
call for 893 workers in 55 countries,
including Canada and the United States.
This action took place during the MCC
annual meeting of the board, held in
Cicero, 111., Feb. 14-15 at Sonido de Alabanza (Sound of Praise) Mennonite
Church.
MCC's 1997 income budget is based
on anticipated contributions of $17.5
Cdn./$12.8 million from U.S. supporters
and $5.7 million Cdn./$4.2 million U.S.
from Canadian supporters. Foundation
and Canadian government funding, Ten
Thousand Villages sales, as well as donated grain, milk, and other gifts-in-kind,
make up the remainder of the budgeted
income. This is a 2 percent increase from
the $51.2 million Cdn./$37.35 million
U.S. MCC received in 1996.
1997 expenses are projected to be
$52.2 million Cdn./$38.1 million U.S.,
nearly a 4 percent increase from 1996

Profile of
MCC workers

Ofttimes people wonder who is a
typical Mennonite Central Committee
worker. Are MCC workers primarily
males or females? Are MCC workers
primarily Caucasian? Are they young
or old? Do they have families or are
they single?
MCC requires three things of all
workers. MCC workers must be Christians. They must be members of a
church and they need to be committed
to nonviolent peacemaking.
After that, uniformity breaks down.
In 1997 MCC will recruiting for people
trained as teachers, nurses, physicians,
and administrators, to name a few types
of positions. MCC currently has 133
unfilled positions, including 15 agriculturists, 10 peace/mediation workers,
and 28 social service workers. Thirteen
of these unfilled positions are in the
United States.
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when e x p e n s e s were $50.3 million
Cdn./$36.7 million U.S.

MCC U.S. board
approves $4.7
million budget,
explores relocation

MCC by-laws amended
The board approved an amendment to
MCC's by-laws. MCC Canada will now
name 10, rather than eight, representatives to the MCC board. The bylaws call
for proportional representation from the
United States and Canada based on the
number of church members in each country. Currently about 2/3 of MCC's constituents reside in the United States and
1/3 reside in Canada.
In the past, MCC relied on the six
members-at-large to achieve the required
balance between Canadian and U.S.
membership. This change in the by-laws
will give MCC Canada more flexibility in
appointing Canadian members to the
MCC board; the change also enables
MCC to select members-at-large based
on the individual gifts and experiences,
rather than on their citizenship. This
change increases the potential size of the
MCC board from 38 to 40 members.
•

The Mennonite Central Committee
U.S. board approved a 1997 budget of
$4.7 million at its annual meeting, held
Feb. 13 in Cicero, 111. The 1997 budget is
based on U.S. contributions totaling $4
million. This represents a 4 percent increase over the 1996 budget.
The largest share of income for MCC
U.S.—more than 85 percent—comes
from contributions of supporters. Therefore the level of U.S. contributions projected is the single most important factor
in establishing the budget.
The board discussed at length the ways
MCC U.S. solicits funds from supporters. After considerable discussion, members approved "MCC U.S.'s Approach to
Fundraising," a document prepared by
Lynette Meek, MCC U.S. executive
director.
"Does this document represent a
change from responding to requests of
communities where we serve, to responding to those projects our constituents are

Here is the current (November
1996) profile of MCC workers serving
in North America and overseas assignments for terms of one year and longer:
• 57 percent of MCC's workers are
female; 43 percent are male.
• 95 percent of MCC workers are
Caucasian; 2 percent are Hispanic. The
remaining 3 percent are African American, Asian/Pacific Islander or other
ethnic or racial descent.
• The average age of an MCC worker is 39 years. The average age of MCC
workers currently serving overseas is
37 years of age.
• 30 percent of MCC's workers are
married couples with no children; 28
percent are single. Another 27 percent
are married with one or two children.
• 78 percent of MCC workers are
members of MCC's traditional constituency which includes the Brethren
in Christ, Beachy Amish, and numerous Mennonite groups. Twenty-two
percent of MCC workers come from
other church traditions such as Baptist,

Lutheran, Roman Catholic, Presbyterian, and non-denominational.
• 55 percent of MCC workers are
U.S. citizens; 41 percent are Canadian.
Twenty workers are European; nine are
Latin American; five, Asian. Two are
from Africa and the Middle East. Two
are from New Zealand; one is from
Australia.
• 40 percent of MCC workers are
first-term workers.
• 45 percent of MCC workers have
graduated from a four-year college or
university; 25 percent have done postgraduate work.
This profile does not include volunteers
and workers who serve for less than a
year—the folks who are the backbone of
MCC's thrift shops, relief sales and Ten
Thousand Villages warehouse operations.
Neither do these figures include the 953
youth who are participated in MCC's youth
programs or the 491 national staff who
work with MCC in each continent where
MCC ministers.
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One way MCC has responded to violence
and the high rate of homicide in New
Orleans is the formation of SURVIVE, a
support group for surviving members.
In this 1995 photo, Barbara Martin, left,
leads a meeting of SURVIVE.

interested in?" asked Wilma Bailey, member from Grantham, Pa. Bailey referred to
one item in the document that says,
"MCC [will] make program commitments that build on the interest and enthusiasms of our Mennonite, Amish and
Brethren in Christ constituency."
"We continue to listen to those requests
from communities," said Berry Friesen,
MCC administration and resources director, "but we want to also respond to people's requests for specific things to support."
Board members also discussed endowments given to the organization, asking
whether such funds held in reserve would
lessen MCC's commitment to remaining
dependent on its supporting constituency. "We don't want to become a parachurch agency," explained Friesen.
"Many people in our constituency are
interested in seeing the development of
endowments," said Paul Toews of Fresno,
Calif. We cannot assume our constituents
don't want MCC to hold funds in endowments, added Kathi Oswald, also of Fresno. "How do we know this?" she asked.
The board asked for further study on this
question.
The board also received a "Rationale
on Relocation for MCC U.S." Harriet
Sider Bicksler, member from Mechanicsburg, Pa., reported on the work of a task
force set up to explore whether the Akron,
Pa., location of MCC U.S. offices is a
barrier to including people from all ethnic
and racial groups. This initiative grows
out of the MCC U.S. focus on "Broadening the Vision," which seeks to address
hatred and discord among people of different races and ethnicities in the United
May 1997

States. By moving to a city, MCC U.S.
would be closer to members of its underrepresented constituency, and thus have
increased opportunities for hiring from a
more diverse pool of candidates.
"We are not looking for a 'yes' or 'no'
today regarding moving MCC U.S.," said
Bicksler. "Approval of this document
says that if we do decide to move some or
all of MCC U.S. to an urban location, this
would be a good rationale," she explained.
Board members raised numerous questions about relocating MCC U.S. offices.
"What has been the response of staff?"
asked Emerson Peckman of Chambersburg, Pa. "People from small towns and
rural areas may worry about moving their
families to the city," he said, identifying
the problems of crime and drug use present there.
"Many people have a fear of the city,"

said William Irvin of Los Angeles, Calif.
"But the same things happen in small
towns as happen in the city. If we are
going to grow, we must do it all together;
everyone must be included," he said.
Several board members wanted to see
specific information about potential relocation options. A motion passed which
recommended the task force continue to
explore relocating MCC U.S., based on
the board's affirmation of work to date.
The task force will develop specific options, including the pros and cons, to bring
to annual meeting next February.
•

MOO UUeb site:
"Neuj, cool, and
notable"
MCC's Web site is "new, cool and
notable" according to USA Today.
The paper's Web page—
http://www.usatoday.com—lists new
"Hot sites" every day, and on March
17, selected MCC's site with the
heading, "Helping the World."
"[MCC] has been providing relief
and development aid around the
world since 1920," says the description. "[Their] Web site now lets the
world see the kinds of good things
they've been doing."
Take a look! The MCC web site is
http://www.mennonitecc.ca/mcc.
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...but you won't find
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MDS reviews a year of response
to "unnatural" disasters
"Y'all come now," that Southern expression of welcome and inclusion,
seemed most appropriate at the Mennonite Disaster Service annual all-unit meeting held in Columbus, Miss. More than
480 MDSers from all over the United
States and Canada converged on Columbus, known as the "friendly city," for a
time of fellowship and business in an
event reminiscent of a family reunion.
This year the "MDS family" included
brothers and sisters from Mt. Zoar Baptist—the Boligee, Ala., church MDS
rebuilt after it was burned in January
1996. Church members attended a Friday
evening banquet.
"What you do speaks so loudly," Rev.
Gillmore told the MDS gathering. "When
that evil person burned the church, it
struck close at the heart of black people.
MDS says evil doesn't win in the end,
that God's goodness rises above the evil."
Rev. Gillmore, an African-American
pastor associated with Mt. Zoar, said the
church rebuilding also "showed the world
that young and old, black and white,
women and men, those who believe differently, can work together."
A year of "un-natural disasters"
As the MDS group reviewed their

Mennonite Your Way
Directory 8
n o w available

The Mennonite Your Way Directory
8 Hospitality Travel Directory for the
years 1997 through 2001 is now available. This special 21st century edition,
compiled by Leon and Nancy Stauffer,
Manheim, Pa., promotes travel and
Christian fellowship across community
and denominational lines.
Most features of Directory 8 are
familiar to the user: there are more than
2,000 North American hosts with listings from 48 states, 9 provinces, and 30
different denominational groups. The
International section is enlarged with
more than 280 contacts from 65 countries. Community Profiles and "What
To See..." columns highlight 82 North
American communities and several
international locations. Seventy important places to visit are pinpointed on
the centerfold map.
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MDS volunteers from Cincinnati clear
away debris deposited by the flooding
Ohio River.
1996 activities, it became clear that the
year had held fewer than average "natural
disasters," such as tornadoes, hurricanes
and f l o o d s . Recent MDS work has
focused on helping people affected by
"unnatural disasters," including the rash
of church burnings in the U.S. South and
chronic housing problems that plague
poverty-stricken areas. At the invitation of
local Mennonite churches and organizations like Mennonite Central Committee,
MDS volunteers are currently working at
affordable housing programs in Browns-

This 21st century edition raises the
question of the health and vitality of
the hospitality ministry with the future
generation into the next century. A special feature written by sociologist Donald B. Kraybill focuses on the "Ties
That Bind" our increasingly heterogeneous church family together. A good
number of MYW user personal account
stories are sprinkled throughout; some
great ideas for the traveling family are
included as well as meditations for the
traveler.
You will sense the spirit of hospitality as you page through this 21st century edition. Whether you are a host or
traveler or interested browser—you
will find something just for yourself.
Copies of the directory are available
for $18 per copy, plus a $3 handling fee
(Pa. residents add 6% tax). For more
information or to order, write: Mennonite Your Way, Box 1525, Salunga, PA
17538 or phone (717) 653-9288 or
(717) 653-1111.

ville, Texas, New Orleans, La., and
Miami, Fl.
Stretching the MDS mandate?
"Are we stretching the MDS mandate
when we get involved in human-caused
disasters?" asked MDS Executive Coordinator Lowell Detweiler at an afternoon
workshop. Most participants responded
by expressing support for this type of
MDS activity. "We're in a time when the
government is putting fewer resources
into affordable housing," noted one man.
"What kind of disaster is this, and what is
the challenge for the church?"
Some, however, stressed that MDS'
main concern must be natural disaster
response, and that the organization should
respond to other needs only if it doesn't
interfere with its ability to respond quickly when natural disasters occur. MDS
must "put emergencies first," said one
person, "If a tornado goes through and
people have no houses at all, we should
help them first."
Detweiler explained that MDS generally puts a time limit on helping out in
non-emergency situations. Mt. Zoar
church, for example, was rebuilt in about
three months. This way MDS can be prepared to shift quickly if natural disasters
strike.
Record-breaking rainfall
in the U.S. West
At the end of 1996, record-breaking
rainfall in northern California signaled
the beginning of disaster. Jim Clymer Jr.,
California MDS chair, reported that continuing rain is hindering the drying-out
process. Some houses still stand in several feet of water. As well, the Sierra Nevada snow pack is 150 to 200 percent above
normal, causing fears that more levies
will break as spring thaws occur. Throughout the spring and summer, MDS will
continue to need volunteers to clean up
and repair houses.
Abe Ens of Winkler, Man., told how
MDS investigators went to Quebec last
summer when flash floods caused a dam
to burst. Local volunteers helped with
clean-up, but harsh winter weather put
reconstruction on hold. MDS may be
called back this spring.
As the meeting ended it was obvious
that whether MDS volunteers mend
fences damaged by prairie fires in Montana or tear down "fences" that separate
blacks and whites by rebuilding an
A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n church, M D S e r s
remain dedicated to following their mission statement: to "care for those in need
in the name of Christ."
•
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Opening the
Word of Life
Looking at "Mercy"
The courtroom had emptied and they
were alone; Jesus and a woman who had
been brought before him by the scribes
and Pharisees to be sentenced for committing adultery. Jesus sat (he had been
writing); the woman stood nearby. Finally Jesus stood up and asked her, "Where
are they? Did no one condemn you?"
(John 8:10). This was not a question of
guilt or innocence, for she was caught "in
the very act" (John 8:4), but incredibly
her accusers were no longer pressing
charges. "No one is condemning me now,
L o r d , " she answered. The One who
knows all hearts said, "Neither do I condemn you, go your way. From now on
sin no more" (John 8:11).
An unknown author has aptly written
these lines:
How I wish that there was some wonderful place
Called the Land of Beginning Again,
Where all our mistakes and all our
heartaches
And all our poor selfish grief
Could be dropped like a shabby old
coat at the door,
And never put on again.
O how I wish. For the woman in John
8, this wish was turned into reality by
Jesus—she shed her "shabby old coat." In
Christ there is the gospel of the second
chance. Jesus could have called for the
letter of the Old Testament law to be
strictly applied in her case. The penalty
for adultery was death by stoning, but the
Jewish authorities could not have actually carried out this penalty without breaking Roman law. They were less interested
in this than in "trapping" Jesus into saying
something they could use against him.
But Jesus went beyond justice to
mercy. The woman represents all of us.
As far as justice goes, who of us deserves
anything other than the condemnation of
God? But he goes beyond justice.
In John 8, Jesus demonstrated a great
quality of the Christian life. The Greek
word for it is epieikeia (noun) or epieikes
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(adjective). The Apostle Paul uses this
word when he writes in Philippians 4:5,
"Let your forbearing spirit ("gentleness,"
NIV; "moderation," KJV) be known to
all men." The word (epieikeia) translated
"forbearing spirit" by the NASB has been
translated by various scholars as "kindness," " c o u r t e s y , " " c o n s i d e r a t i o n , "
"patience," or "magnanimity." C. Kingsley Williams puts Philippians 4:5 this
way: "Let all the world know that you
will meet a person half-way." As you can
see, translation of this word is a challenge.
Aristotle defined epieikeia as "that
which is just and sometimes that which is
better than justice." The Greeks said a
person has the quality of epieikeia if he or
she knows "when not to apply the strict
letter of the law, when to relax justice,
and introduce mercy." (See William Barclay, The Letters to the
Philippians,
Colossians and Thessalonians, p. 75). In
human affairs, the person who is epieikes
is not the person who stands up for the
legal rights to the nth degree, but one who
knows "that there are times when a thing
may be legally completely justified and
yet morally completely wrong" (Barclay,
New Testament Words, p. 95). In other
words, there is something beyond justice.
Paul teaches in Philippians 4:5 that in
our personal relationships there is a time
to insist on justice and a time to go
beyond justice to mercy. Jesus and Paul
are not teaching us that our actions or the
actions of others don't matter; broken
laws and broken hearts always matter.
Jesus offered the woman no easy for-

giveness. He challenged her to heights of
godliness she had never imagined until
now. She stood at the crossroads. Two
paths lay before her, as they do with us.
She could go back down the familiar old
path or she could set her feet to follow the
new way with Christ. John 8:1-11 is an
unfinished story. Jesus offered her what
he offers us all—a new beginning. What
Jesus demonstrated and Paul taught was
that we must remember that every person, regardless of their past, has a future;
that people need help getting their "shabby old coats" off. In short, we must
remember mercy. This is a love that has
room for failure. Everyone trying to love
you and me has to have a love that has
room for failures.
Why does the Apostle Paul encourage
this quality in us? One scholar puts it this
way: "If we remember that life is short,
we will not wish to enforce the stern justice which so often divides people, but
will wish to deal with people in love as
God deals with us." The cross of Christ is
the key to all this. God's justice and
mercy are rooted there. If God stood on
his rights and applied to us nothing but
the strict standards of the law, where
would we be? God in Christ is the
supreme example of one who deals with
us with epieikeia.
Winter is over, Spring has come.
Know anyone who needs help getting his
or her coat off?
Rick Mailloux lives near Goshen, Ind.

Mennonite Disaster Service
invites applications for the position of:

E x e c u t i v e Coordinator
Starting date: May 1998 • Location: Akron, Pennsylvania
Resumes will be accepted through June 30, 1997
The MDS Executive Coordinator provides leadership to
board and staff, oversees responses to major disasters
in cooperation with regional and unit MDS leaders,
and administers the binational MDS office and budget,
among other duties. Qualifications include strong
administrative skills, experience with MDS program and
constituency, willingness to travel, and experience
working with volunteer groups. College degree and/or
church organization experience preferable.
Direct inquiries to: Norman Shenk, Chair, Search Committee
P.O. Box 628, Salunga, PA 17538 • e-mail: nnjshenk@aol.com
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• i s c i p l e s h i p in t h e f z } ^ C e n t u r y
Spirituality vs.
rationality
by Samuel M. Brubaker
M a n y times throughout my life I
have heard the lament that science and
reason will supplant faith, rendering
mankind religionless and incapable of
b e l i e v i n g in the s u p e r n a t u r a l . T h e
implication has been that science and
reason are threats to Christian belief.
T h e c o u r s e of e v e n t s in r e c e n t
d e c a d e s suggests that this f e a r has
been needless. In our era of high technology, of advanced understanding of
the phenomena of the macrocosm and
the microcosm, and of increasing abilities to intervene in or manipulate the
processes of nature, there have been
growing trends of both spirituality and
irrationality. M u c h of this spirituality
has been outside the Christian religion, and incompatible with it. Some
has been related to or mixed with elem e n t s of Christianity. But it has a
m a j o r e l e m e n t in c o m m o n w i t h
Chrisitianity: willingness to believe

Contributions
invited for Dialogue
and Readers Respond
Persons contributing to Readers
Respond (letters to the editor) are
encouraged to be concise. Letters may
be shortened. All letters must be
signed. Occasionally we may decide
to withhold names due to special circumstances.
Longer contributions are welcomed for Dialogue, a forum for readers to express their opinions on a
broad range of topics relevant to the
mission of the church and to living
the Christian life.
Each article or letter represents the
view of the writer, and does not necessarily reflect the official position or
policy of the Brethren in Christ
Church or this periodical.
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in a dimension of reality beyond the
visible, natural, measurable physical
world.
A s t a r t l i n g c a s e in p o i n t is the
belief system of the H e a v e n ' s Gate
group in San Diego, whose mass suicide gripped our attention just prior
to Easter. What was wrong with their
beliefs? After all, like them, we Christians believe: in a life after our present
one; that w e p r e p a r e n o w f o r that
afterlife; that after our physical death
we depart this realm for a better place;
that the things of this earth need to be
secondary in our lives. One of our
early apostles said that he didn't count
his life dear to himself, and that for
him, to die was gain. And some of us
have sung " I ' m tired of things earthly
and everything here...I'm longing to
go...I'll leave without saying goodby." If their beliefs in the hereafter
were so wrong, their spirituality so
misguided, what makes ours right?
It can certainly be said that the
group in San Diego was highly spiritual. W h y then, should we not
applaud their spirituality—we w h o
say that the spritual is more real than
the physical?
The answer which quickly j u m p s
f r o m our lips is that they didn't know
Jesus and the spirituality which faith
in him engenders. I do not deny the
validity of that reply. But we must still
ponder—what makes faith in Jesus a
better belief system than other faiths
which are strong on spirituality?
Let me suggest that the answer lies
in the realm not of the spiritual, but of
the rational. This Jesus story is not a
fairy tale, nor a fable, nor a piece of
fiction designed to spur mankind to
higher behaviors. No, the Jesus story
is rooted in history. F.F. Bruce, in his
book Are the New Testament
Documents Reliable? argues effectively for
the historicity of Jesus, and the validity of the record we have in the New
Testament.
But, say m a n y , w h a t a b o u t the
supernatural in Jesus, especially his
resurrection? The apostles of the first

century a d d r e s s e d that question in
their time. They reported their eyewitness accounts. St. Paul reported to
his c o n t e m p o r a r i e s that J e s u s w a s
seen after his resurrection by 500 persons at once, most of w h o m at that
time were still alive. He flatly stated
that if this were not true, if it were
not verifiable fact, the Christian belief
system was worthless. So we see the
efforts of the apostles to ground their
movement not in spirituality, but in
rationality. A n d u p o n that rational
foundation of verifiable truth would
grow a movement of spiritual power.
For Christianity, spirituality is not
the supporting taproot; it is the sap,
the energy flowing through the tree, of
which rationality is the taproot.
Let us not mistakenly conclude that
high spirituality proves the validity of
a belief system. As we have seen, it
may indicate just the opposite.
St. Paul declared that the goal of
teaching in the church was to build
up and "reach unity in the faith and
knowledge of the Son of God.... Then
we will be no longer infants, tossed
back and f o r t h by the w a v e s , and
blown here and there by every wind
of teaching..." Eph. 4:11-14 (emphasis
added).
The days ahead present a plethora
of spirituality. D e s p i t e the science
which abounds, there is an obvious
hunger for something more which can
m e e t t h e m e t a p h y s i c a l n e e d s of
mankind. To those needs, innumera b l e s p i r i t u a l n o s t r u m s are b e i n g
offered. Let Christians take time and
effort to study the historical, rational
g r o u n d i n g of o u r w o n d e r f u l belief
system. Let us learn of the historical
Jesus as he was, shedding the mythology we have attached to the story. Let
us become convinced that it really did
happen 2000 years ago, and that
through Jesus, the Creator came to us
to rescue us from the mess w e ' r e in.
Then, empowered by the spirituality
which flows from that conviction, let
us offer and demonstrate the G o o d
N e w s to searching people.
Samuel M. Brubaker, a regular columnist
in the Visitor, is a physician who lives in
Arcanum, Ohio.
May 1997

Readers may correspond with Onesimus by
writing to him in care of the Evangelical Visitor,
P.O. Box 166, Nappanee, IN46550. Letters to
Onesimus may be published unless they are
marked "Personal-Not for Publication."

Dear Paul,
We crossed the Indian Ocean with
no peril on the sea, thanks be to God.
Air travel has made getting around
the world much easier and faster. But
I sometimes wonder if faster is better.
Overland j o u r n e y s and voyages by
ship took a lot more time and energy,
but during those days of travel we
could think and talk with each other
about our past experiences and future
projections. Do we take enough time
these days to reflect, meditate, converse, process, and prepare?
What a contrast is India after the
open expanses of rural Africa! People and animals everywhere! Hinduism is a religion much older than
Christianity. Its thousands of gods
are in chaotic relationship to each
other, playing dirty tricks and warring among themselves. One triune
God in perfect agreement must pose
a huge shift in thinking for these
people, impossible without the help
of the Holy Spirit. Another challenge Hinduism brings to the Christian community is its long and
strong heritage of separating peoples
into distinct castes with higher or
lower status assigned. Is it any wonder that Christianity has had more
appeal to tribal peoples and those of
lower castes than it has to the high
caste Hindus?
But many of those who have
embraced the good news of their
position in Jesus Christ are eager to
share it. More than forty years ago
they began—at their peril—telling
family and friends in the closed
country of Nepal. Some were thrown
into prison, for it was illegal to try to
convert people from Hinduism. But
even in prison they did not stop witnessing. One man was transferred to
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three different prisons because his
jailers in each place were unable to
keep him from telling cellmates and
wardens about Jesus. Finally, in frustration, they expelled him from
prison and told to go back home to
India! But this experience did not
stop him from returning again and
again—and being imprisoned
repeatedly. (He reminds me of you,
Paul.) Today, with laws in Nepal a
bit more relaxed, there is a strong
and growing Brethren in Christ
Church.
Another place the Indian Chris-

How lightly we in
North America take
our freedom of
worship, and how
hindered we tend to
feel by such
opposition as media
bias, erosion of
Christian values in
our society, conflicts
with leaders or with
brothers and sisters
within the church,
even by our fears...
when we have
opportunity to speak
up for God.

tians went with the good news was
to the neighboring state of Orissa.
This is a mountainous region with
peoples living in very primitive conditions. Evangelists walk hours to
preach and teach in villages. They
face danger from tigers and from
fanatical Hindus. Some have been
beaten and stoned, some left for
dead. It is not easy, either, for those
who hear the good news and believe.
Some have been deprived the use of
their village well; the children of
others have been refused places in
the village school. The family of
Bijoy and Manju Roul, who lead the
church here and work in radio ministry, has been threatened, and arson
was attempted on their house.
Spiritual forces also oppose the
spread of the gospel. I heard of one
woman who had accepted Jesus as
her Savior and Lord and was
instructed in the Christian faith for
several months. But when it came
time for her to go into the water for
baptism, she fell to the ground
screaming in a display of demonic
oppression. Her sisters in Christ held
her and prayed for her for quite a
while. Finally she was able to go
into the water and be baptized. What
a moment of victory and high triumph after a terrible battle!
How lightly we in North America
take our freedom of worship, and
how hindered we tend to feel by
such opposition as media bias, erosion of Christian values in our society, conflicts with leaders or with
brothers and sisters within the
church, even by our fears (of rejection? of ineffectiveness?) when we
have opportunity to speak up for
God. I have been challenged by my
brothers and sisters in India to resist
looking inward—at the problems
and dangers, the fears and inadequacies—and to look rather to Jesus, the
author and finisher of our faith. I
have been too caught up with this
life and my own world. I have spiritual as well as material riches to
share with the needy around me.
God, help me to do it!
Looking to Jesus,
Onesimus
Evangelical
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Focusing our Mission
You don't know
what you've got...
by Roger L. Williams
For more than twenty years now,
the song by Joni Mitchell, "Paved Paradise," has been setting off the occasional fire storm of memory in my
mind. Can you hear it yourself? Her
high-pitched soprano voice seems to
eternally remind us, "You don't know
what you've got 'til it's gone." What
truth.
The simplicity of the message is so
powerful that even after more than 25
years, it hits me like the battle-weary
sergeant in the movies, grabbing the
disoriented, fear-crazed soldier by the
collar and slapping him back into reality. "Stop it, stop it!" he shouts. "Get
hold of yourself."
So here I am (we are) slapped back
into reality. With our eyes bugged out,
our jaws slack, and our cheeks still
stinging from the slapping, we dizzily
ask, "What day is it? How did we get
here? W h e r e are we going?" Very
good questions, I'd say. They are relevant for each of us—for all of us.
Luckily we don't have to be slapped
around by some reality-based sergeant
in a war zone in order to ask these
questions.
The Board for Media Ministries earlier this year closed two bookstores.
One was in Troy, Ohio, and the other
w a s in W a y n e s b o r o , Pa. J o n i
Mitchell's song sprang to life again.
"You don't know what you've got 'til
it's gone," began to be my mantra as I
was confronted daily with people from
Waynesboro and Troy asking that our
decision to close their store be rescinded. However, it was painfully clear that
the people calling and writing knew.
They knew what they had. They knew
30
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250 Gro
Sending

the importance of the bookstore ministry. They knew what they had before
it was gone. These were the loyal customers who used their local bookstore
to buy cards with a positive Christian
message, to purchase gifts with a
Bible message, to purchase a book
with Christ-centered advice about handling life's incessant problems, to purchase curriculum for children, to purchase experiences of love for Vacation Bible schoolers, etc.
A high school girl in Troy called
and said she had c o m e to Christ
because of the care and love shown
by employees at the Christian Light
Bookstore. I encouraged her in her
new walk with Christ and said the
decision was probably irreversible.
To be candid, I felt like a heel. A
later consultation with our auditor
confirmed that the decision to close
the store was correct from an economic point of view. Here I was again,
bug-eyed, slack-jawed, and cheeks
smarting after being slapped back into
reality. This sergeant of mine is a
tough character.
It seems he's been slapping me
around a lot lately. When the reality of
economics slams into the wishfulness
of unbridled ministry, leaders in the
church often feel the rough knuckles
of this battle-hardened sergeant grabbing our shirt collar and jerking us
back into the reality of life where attrition does indeed exist. It's a battle
zone where, when the supplies and
ammo become scarce, the foe stands
up unafraid and taunts us like Goliath.
In reality, few of us are a David. It
is easy for us to feel as though we are
a slave to a miserly master ready with
the cat-o-nine tails when the money
doesn't come in. The economic realities of our ministries as pastors, bishops, lay people, executive directors,
and others rest heavy, and there's little

relief from the pressure. In a way that's
the way it must be. "Wake up, man!"
the sergeant yells. "There's red ink all
over the place—people are dying and
going to hell. Do something!"
And in the background there's Joni
Mitchell again, in her high-pitched
voice singing over and over in my memory, "You don't know what you've got
'til it's gone."
Support your denomination. Support Brethren in Christ Missions. Support Cooperative Ministries. Support
your Christian Light Bookstores. Support growing, sending, and discipling.
The Brethren in Christ vision of 250
growing, sending, and discipling congregations is imminently worth funding with economic as well as personal
means. If you have the dollars, then
make sure the ministries have the resources to achieve the goals. If you are
impecunious, then support the church
with prayer and personal effort. If you
can't finance the church, you can at
least go out and save someone, anyone. If you can't afford to send someone else, then volunteer to go yourself.
Here she comes again with that eternal message, "You don't know what
you've got 'til it's gone." "You don't
know what you've got 'til it's gone."
"You don't know what y o u ' v e got
'til...."
Don't let Joni's prophetic words
come true.

Roger Williams is
executive director of
the Board for Media
Ministries, which currently operates
14
Christian Light Bookstores as well as the
printing and publishing
divisions.
May 1997
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The kingdom

of God is like a Calcutta

cab.

lenging. Many pastors ride bicycles or motorcycles—or
the "privilege" of sitting up front with the driver. From
walk; many congregations meet in simple, crowded buildings
this vantage point, I had a great view of the city...and
or under trees. Evangelists are jailed for sharing their faith;
the traffic! (Of course, the riders in the back could see as
new Christians are harassed by relatives and neighbors
well—sometimes too well, judging by the occasional gasps
because of their commitment to Christ. But the churches are
and gulps!) But believing that our times are in God's hands,
growing, even reaching across national boundaries into counI decided to relax and enjoy the ride. I soon developed a high
tries thought by many to be "closed" to the gospel.
respect for cab drivers in Calcutta.
The overseas churches are active
I enjoy driving, even in large cities, but I'm no
in evangelism. During Mennonite
match for Calcutta traffic. Imagine a city street
World Conference, delegates had
marked for six lanes of traffic (three each way),
the opportunity to visit various sites
but having ten or more "lanes" of small autos,
throughout the city in the aftermotorcycle cabs, motorcycles, large buses, huge
n o o n s . One day, a f t e r w a l k i n g
trucks, human-pulled rickshaws, hand carts, bicyacross the sacred Houghly River on
cles, pedestrians, and the occasional wandering
the f a m o u s Howrah Bridge, we
cow—all often moving at a snail's pace. Add the
returned to Calcutta on a ferry. As
exhaust of diesel fumes during long waits at trafwe started across the river, several
A rickshaw and a cab outside
fic lights...when it is a traffic light which one
young Indians in our group began
Entali Market in Calcutta.
actually obeys. (Drivers freely ignore some trafto sing Christian choruses in Hindi.
fic signals; the trick is knowing the difference.) Additional
Other passengers listened as they sang openly of their faith
challenges include narrow side streets and street names that
in Jesus and his invitation to all.
change in the middle of a block. But the Calcutta cab driver
After Mennonite World Conference, the Brethren in Christ
negotiates the traffic with one foot on the gas and one hand
contingent spent a day seeing Calcutta before heading north
on the horn...with literally only inches between his cab and
to Purnea. One of the Zambian brothers, learning that our
the truck/bus/cab/pedestrian on the left, right, and front. As
guide was a Hindu, earnestly engaged him in discussion
one driver told me, "You need three things to drive in Calabout Christianity. It was a lively, healthy interchange.
cutta: a good horn, good brakes, and good luck!"
Of course, the overseas churches face their share of debilLike nearly everyone else in India, Calcutta cab drivers
itating problems—as do we in North America. Like us, they
have learned to "do more with less." If there is enough daysometimes are beleaguered by "church politics," with more
light left to see moving shapes, why turn on the headlights?
energy spent on power plays than on disciple-making. Like
After all, a headlight will work only a finite number of hours
us, Christianity sometimes becomes a "inherited religion"
before it burns out. And when stopped at a traffic light, many
rather than a living reality. Like us, they need the constant
cabbies turn off their motor—saving a few drops of expenrefreshing Holy Spirit, to lead and guide them into all truth.
sive gasoline. Many of the cabs are still on the road years
The good news is that the international Brethren in Christ
after most North Americans would have consigned them to
churches—like the Calcutta cabs—are "on the road." Their
the junk yard.
"driving styles" may differ from ours, although they work
Calcutta cab drivers were open about their religion. Most
where they live. And "the wiring behind the dashboard" may
dashboards displayed either a picture or statue of one of the
be jury-rigged—not exactly up to General Motors standards.
Hindu gods. If their English was good enough, drivers would
But despite the problems and limitations they face, they are
talk about their beliefs (or lack of belief, as one driver who
effectively building the Kingdom of God. In the process,
admitted that he was a "lapsed Sikh" who really didn't practhey provide a challenge to us in North America. We have
tice his religion).
much to learn from our overseas sisters and brothers as we
Of course, there was the occasional down-side to riding
together serve the Lord of the church.
G
Calcutta cabs. Take, for example, the day six of us were
heading for the airport on our return trip. Our cab made the
Mo, r KMt visrr
THE SICK, PEED THE
trip in good time, but we couldn't understand what was takHOfJfrRy, 09. HOUSE
ing so long for the others. When they finally arrived, we
THE HOMELESS.
HOWEVER, I D\0
learned that one of the wheels on the second cab had nearly
POT fAOST OF
fallen off. Only two lug nuts were holding the wheel to the
WYiNvesTneNr
POf?TCOLIO
itfTQ
axle, and they were loose! The other nuts had either fallen off
•SOCtAU.V-RESPOMS.tBLE
or the bolts had been broken off. The only reason the driver
^
5TOAWTS!!'
I
stopped: the car was lurching so badly that he couldn't drive.
AXI RIDES IN CALCUTTA—what a trip! I u s u a l l y h a d

I

N SOME RESPECTS, Calcutta cabs and their drivers serve as
a metaphor for the international church. Overseas Brethren in Christ churches survive—even thrive—in conditions that we in North America would find extremely chal-
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Pontius'
Puddle

Bulletins and newsletters reprinting
"Pontius' Puddle" must pay $10
for each use to Joel Kauffman,
111 Carter Road, Goshen, IN 46526.
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by Ruth Bert

e l s e ' s

I

t is approximately two kilometers f r o m my house. The way
winds through the bush, down
to the river where the tall g u m
trees bear testimony to an early missionary's foresight in planting
them, and up the hill to the
sign that announces
Ekuphileni Bible Insti-_
tute. The road is
sandy, and h o t — o r
cold—depending
on the weather. It is
traveled by cattle, by
donkey cart, by car
and bus and bicycle, and by peop l e — p e o p l e carrying firewood or
sweet reed (like sugar cane), people
hurrying to a meeting, people going
h o m e or going to work, people
weary or late for school, people living one more day of their weary or
j o y o u s lives. It is traveled by my
African brothers and sisters, most of
w h o m have no vehicles. A n d day by
day it shows m e things. The road is
my teacher.
It shows m e that if you walk, your
shoes will be dusty. You may clean
them, even every day, and then you
will feel you are doing something
about the problem. But if you walk.

your shoes
will still be
dusty.
When
you carry
something,
walking is harder, and
slower. If you carry food, or
fuel, or a gift for a friend, it is worth
it. But walking is harder, and slower.
By the time you arrive, you are
hot and perspiring, and not feeling
as though you showered before you
left, even if you did.
If you always keep looking up,
you may step in something you'll
wish you hadn't. And when you
meet a herd of cattle en route to the
Wednesday morning dip, it's a good
opportunity for a few moments of
meditation off the road.
By going the longer, back way,
you can spot a little mongoose or his
near relative standing on his hind
legs and "chirring" a warning at you.
It's difficult to guess which fellow road-travelers prefer Ndebele
and which prefer English. You may
greet in Ndebele and be answered in
English, or vice versa. After one
lady laughed with me at my learning-disabled Ndebele, she pulled a

single stalk of sweet reed f r o m the
bundle on her head, and I proceeded
on my way with a tasty treat in hand.
You notice things when you walk
that you miss when you drive.
There's a knobkerrie (walking stick)
at the side of the road, a seashell to
grace the mantel, a birdsong sounding particularly African, a quick "hi"
accompanied by giggles from school
girls enjoying their English.
There is time to walk.
And every day, Lupati. The hill of
rock formations stands apart f r o m
the other, more distant ones. Just
beyond my destination, it beckons in
the morning and silently stands sentinel in the evening.
But the greatest lesson f r o m my
teacher is that when you walk where
someone else walks, you learn
things about others that you didn't
know until you walked on someone
else's road.

Ruth Bert, member of the Dillsburg (Pa.)
congregation, is spending a sabbatical in
Zimbabwe and Zambia. She walks to her
work in the library at Ekuphileni Bible Institute in Zimbabwe.

Moving?
Please let us know your
new address at least
three weeks in advance.
The postal system
charges us 500 per copy
for returned
magazines...
and you miss a copy of
the magazine.
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